09 DEC 1996

MAHATHI R PRAI SES ZAI N AZRAAI FOR CONTRI BUTI NG TO COUNTRY

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today praised Tan Sri Zain Azraai Zainal Abidin, who died on
Sat urday of lung cancer, for his contributions to the country.

"W owe hima lot, the nation owes hima lot," he told reporters at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang on his return from
official visits to the Netherlands and Saudi Arabi a.

"I feel very sad that a relatively young person should die," he said.
"He comes froman illustrious famly who had contributed rmuch towards
the struggle for independence," said Dr Mahathir, who has sent a letter of

condol ence to the famly of Zain Azraai.

The late Zain Azraai was laid to rest at the Jal an Anpang Mislim
cenetery here yesterday. He was 60 years ol d

A highly-respected di pl omat, Zain Azraai had served as Mal aysia's
Per manent Representative to the United Nations and as Finance Mnistry
Secretary- Ceneral .

He was chairman of Ml aysian I ndustrial Devel opnent Fi nance Ber had
(MDF) and served on the boards of several other conpanies at the tine of
his death. -- BERNAMA
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