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OXFORD, April 16 (Bernama)-- The Muslimmajority in Ml aysia have
proven that they are capable of living and working with non-Mislins to
create a united and progressive nation, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t oday.

But, he said, the West and their nedia have refused to recognise this
as an exanple of the best teaching of |Islambecause it would not fit in
with their inmage of Islamas a "fundanentalist religion'.

To the prejudiced Westerner, the ability of Muslinms in Malaysia to |live
in harnmony with the followers of other faiths in the country was not in
keeping with the teaching of Islam but an aberration fromthe character of
the faith, he added.

Dr Mahathir said this in his address on the theme of “Islam-- The
M sunder st ood Religion' before a gathering of scholars, diplonmts and
students at Rhodes South here.

He said they (the Westerners) keep on asking about fundanentalismin
Mal aysi a and when told that there were really no Islam c fundanmentalists of
the kind they described, they rejected the claim

In looking at the position of Islamin the world today, Dr Mahathir
adopted a broad critical approach which | ooked at the perception of |slam
fromthe vi ewpoint of Miuslins and non-Mislins seeing faults in both.

"I'slamis indeed a nisunderstood religion. Such is the m sunderstandi ng
and the prejudice against it that Miuslins and non-Mislins alike often
regard it as an inpedinent, as a barrier to good successful relations
bet ween Musl i mand non-Mislinms and even between Muslins and Muslins.

"Both regard this religion that brought greatness to the Arabs and
built a very progressive enpire as being responsible for everything bad
t hat happened between Muslins and non-Mislins," he said.

After spending the earlier part of his speech to explain the onerous
task of Quranic interpretation by Miuslimscholars or ulamas, and how t he
differing interpretations led to many schisnms, Dr Mahathir repeatedly
rem nded t he audi ence that while the words of the Quran could not be
changed, the "ul anas" thensel ves were not prophets and coul d t hensel ves be
‘quite wong' in their interpretations.

He hinself did not claimto be an expert or an "ulama" -- an Islamc
schol ar
-- but it would be fatal for himto say that he was not qualified as many
who spoke on Islamand clained to be "ulama” were also not qualified, he
sai d.

"I do claimthat | have as much right to speak on Islamas nmany others
who speak on the subject," Dr Mahathir added.

He went on to say that although there was only one Quran, there were
two catagories of verses in the Quran -- the specific or ~Muhkamat' and the
general or “Miutashabihat', and this latter category was intended to provide
guidance in different situations and for untold problens that Mislins had
to face not only during the life of the Prophet, but for all tines.

Again he stressed the fallibility of the | earned I mans and the schol ars
whi | e al so acknow edgi ng that they were indi spensable to the understandi ng
of Islam

Dr Mahathir then underlined the dangers of blind acceptance.

"Unfortunately, there is a tendency to treat the pronouncenents of the
“ulanmas' as infallible. There are any nunber of people who clainmed to be



learned in Islamand call thenselves "ulama'. Sone of these are clearly
charl atans and people with vested interest, including of course politicians
with very worldly personal anbitions.

"If all these people are considered to be the successors of the Prophet
and are qualified and infallible in their interpretations of Islam then it
is easy to see why there is confusion and ni sunderstandi ng of the teaching
of Islam" he said.

Dr Mahathir said sonme misinterpretations of Islamwere “trivialities
which did Muslinms no real harm besides retarding their progress in a fast
changi ng worl d, but of nobre serious nature were "fatwas" relating to
relations within the Miuslimcomunity and between Muslins and non- Musli ns.

Citing Quranic verses, Dr Mahathir enphasi sed that the feudi ng between
Musl i msects and Muslimnations was contarary to the teachings of |slam
and was rem ni scent of the pre-Islamc days and was not in keeping with
| sl am ¢ t eachi ngs.

He said: "There is a misunderstandi ng anong Muslins regarding the
teachings of Islamon relations with the non-Mislins. The Quran clearly
stated that the Christians are the friends of the Miuslins. |ndeed, when the
first fewconverts to |Islamwere persecuted by the Quraish
i dol -wor shi ppers, they were advi sed by the Prophet to seek refuge in the
Christian Abyssinia. The Christian King of Abyssinia protected the Muslim
refugees so well that attenpts by the Quraish to extradite themfailed."

As regard the Jews, he said the Zionists and their supporters who
advocat ed vi ol ence agai nst the Muslins nust be regarded as enenies, "but
when they sue for peace they should get positive response fromthe
Muslims".

Al t hough Dr Mahathir was critical about the conduct of Mislinms whose
behaviour led to the misinterpretation of their own religion and to
fanatical behaviour, he reserved his strongest words for what he saw as the
m sconception of Islamby non-Miuslins -- in particular Jews and Chri stians.

"The m sunderstanding of Islamby the West today is perhaps at its
peak. Forgetting that Christianity too had experienced extrene aberrations
as exenplified by the Spanish Inquisition and the burning of the witches in
Europe and Anerica, the West has nade aberrations in the practice of the
Muslimfaith by a mnority of Muslins as the true manifestation of Islam"”
he observed.

He illustrated this by citing exanples of the Okl ahoma bonbing in the
United States and sectarian violence in Northern Irel and.

"The i medi ate reaction to the bonbing of a governnment building in
Okl ahoma was that it was another Muslimterrorist act. Wien it was
di scovered that it was not a Muslimwho did it, the fact that the bomber
was a Christian was ignored. It was not described as Christian terrorism
The bitter fighting in Northern Ireland involves differences between two
Christian sects, but at no tine have the bonbings, killings and mai mi ng by
the IRA and their Protestant rivals been termed Christian terrorismor
Catholic or Protestant terrorism" he said.

Drawi ng the attention of his audience to the events on their doorsteps,
Dr Mahat hir said Europe refused to describe the ethnic cleansing of Slav
Musl i s i n Bosni a- Her zegovi na by Christian Serbs as genoci de.

"Supposi ng, just supposing, it was the MuslimBosnian Sl avs who had the
weapons and t he nunbers, and they were supported by Mislimcountries and
they had committed the atrocities, the world woul d be scream ng Miuslim
terrorismfromthe nountain tops and NATO woul d have noved in and ended the
i ndependence of Bosni a-Herzegovina in no tine."

He said the Muslins now bore the brunt of Western prejudi ce which had
its roots in the nedieval history of Europe.

The attitude towards Miuslinms and | sl amwas mani fested in very painful



ways for the Muslins when whol e nati ons were isol ated, bl ockaded and
puni shed for the faults of a few, he said.

Dr Mahat hir concluded that there were two courses of action open to
renove the probl emof msconception of Islani: The Mislins shoul d go back
to the Quran and the genuine "hadiths" (traditions of the Prophet) and to
study and interpret themin the context of the present world; and the
non- Musl i ms shoul d appreciate the problenms the Miuslins had in trying to
adj ust to nodern changes.

Earlier, the Prine Mnister had tea at the Centre for Islamc Studies
here where he viewed an Islam c exhibition and was presented with a
souvenir pl aque.
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