26 NOV 1996

MAHATHI R SAYS NO RESHUFFLE OF CABI NET

KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t oday
quashed specul ati on of a Cabinet reshuffle, saying that "things are stil
as usual ".

"We are not forming a new Cabinet. There will be no reshuffle. No
changes, no nothing...so it's a very dull kind of a press conference," the
Prime Mnister told a packed news conference at his office here to announce
the governnent's sponsorship of the British Stewart-Ford racing teamfor
next year's Formula One Worl d Chanpi onshi p.

The nedia had turned up in full force at the news conference amd
specul ation the Prime Mnister m ght announce a Cabi net reshuffle follow ng
| ast nonth's Umo el ections.

Dr Mahathir had earlier requested journalists, including the foreign
nmedia, to confine questions to Formula One racing during the
questi on- and- answer sessi on

The one-year sponsorship of the Fornmula One racing teamwi |l help
project Malaysia's image internationally, said the Prine Mnister.

Later, as the Prinme Mnister was | eaving his office, a foreign worman
journalist persisted in asking for his cormment on the position of Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand International Trade and
Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz in the Cabinet.

"The idea cones fromyou. Are you so bankrupt that you cannot think of
somet hing el se?" Dr Mahathir said, declining to conment any further. --
BERNAMA
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