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Mahat hi r - Mal con
MAHATHI R SAYS WEST' S RECOGNI TI ON OF BOSNI A NOT SI NCERE

By: Mkhtar Hussain

LI VNU ( BOSNI A- HERZEGOVI NA), April 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has expressed regret over the attitude of certain Wstern
powers towards peace efforts in Bosni a-Herzegovi na sone of whomfeel they
shoul d not have recogni sed the country.

"Many of their | eaders have told nme that the nistake they nade was to
recogni se Bosnia. According to them if they had not accorded the
recognition at an an early stage, Bosnia woul d have bei ng taken over by the
Serbs now and there would no | onger be any problens," the Prime M nister
sai d.

He said this when he net nenbers of the Ml aysian contigent (Malcon) of
the NATO | ed Peace | npl ementai on Force, here, about 200 kmfrom Saraj evo,
on Saturday afternoon.

Dr Mahathir said all this while the Western powers did not really wish
to help the Bosnians but nerely wanted to showto the world that they were
doi ng sonmething to resolve the conflict.

On the other hand, the Western powers had never said they nade a
m stake in recognising Croatia and Sl ovenia which are also involved in the
Bal kan conflict, he said.

"They actually only want to see Croatia and Sl oveni a becone free
nations and all ow Bosnia to be destroyed by the Serbs,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, who are on a visit
to Croatia, Bosnia and Macedoni a, spent nore than two hours with the
Mal aysi an soldiers on their way from Sarajevo to Skoje in Macedoni a.

They arrived at the nilitary base here fromSplit on a Chinook aircraft
belonging to the British army together with other nmenbers of their
del egati on.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia is not hel ping the Bosni ans just because they
are Muslins but nore because it respected human rights.

"We feel this time it is someone else's turn. Perhaps one day, it wll
be our turn and when we need the hel p, maybe we won't get the help of the
peopl e we had hel ped.

"But at least the world will know that we don't just know how to say we
want to help but are also able to take neaningful action Iike sending our
troops,"” he said.

The Prime M nister also expressed the fear of the possibility of the
Peace | npl ementati on Force not seizing weapons fromthe Serbs, allow ng
themto repeat their aggression agai nst the Bosni ans who are not arned.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had a long tinme ago witten to world | eaders
like US President Bill Cinton, British Prime M nister John Maj or and
French President Jacque Chirac asking themto act swiftly to stop the Serbs
fromkilling Bosnians.

"Unfortunately, they did not want to do so on the excuse that if they
acted the situation will turn worse.

"But it's now clear that just sone rocket attacks were enough to get
the Serbs to surrender. The Serbs are actually not all that strong. It's
just that they possess weapons that the Bosnians are not allowed to have,"
he sai d.

The Prinme Mnister also rem nded the Ml aysian soldiers in Bosnia to be
consci ous of the need to hel p Bosnians and ensure that they are not
captured by the Serbs.

They shoul d emul ate the residents of Sarajevo who did not |eave their



city despite conming under attack because they | oved their country, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d continue sending its troops to Bosnia
as long as they are needed by the Bosnian governnent, despite having to
bear the expenses.

The Bosni an Federation is also keen to send its politicians to Ml aysia
to observe how a nmulti-racial populationis able to live peacefully, he
added.

Dr Mahathir was briefed by Mal con comander Kol Mhd Raih Ismail before
he had lunch with the soldiers. Ml aysia has about 1,600 soldiers in
Bosni a.

Kol Mohd Rai h said the Mal aysian troops did not face any problemin
carrying out their duties as the |ocal popul ation extended their
cooperati on.

He said that apart frompatrolling, the Ml aysian force was al so
i nvol ved in social work such as repairing roads and buil di ngs and providi ng
nmedi cal and dental services to the residents there. --BERNAVA
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