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MAHATHI R SEEKS Bl LL GATES' HELP FOR MJULTI MEDI A CORRI DOR

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, June 20 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, who is spending part of his vacation in Victoria, Vancouver, nade
a day-trip to Mcrosoft's headquarters in Seattle, Washington, where he had
a "working lunch" with its founder, Bill Gates, official sources said on
Wednesday.

The Prime Mnister, who was given a briefing and a tour of the
M crosoft headquarters on Monday, was al so there to encourage Gate to
assi st Malaysia's quest in creating its Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC
that will stretch fromKuala Lunpur to the new Kual a Lunpur International
Airport in Sepang.

Sources said Dr Mahathir wants Gates, known for his ingenuity in
turning Mcrosoft into the world' s | argest software nmanufacturer, to serve
on a panel that would be responsible for the creation of Ml aysia' s own
Silicon Valley.

The Prime M nister's unschedul ed visit is perhaps part of his strategy
to attract the "best brains" fromthe East and West in maki ng Mal aysia's
hi gh-technol ogy venture a success.

In May he had visited Tokyo, San Francisco and Washi ngton DC where he
met and encour aged busi nessnmen to take part in Malaysia's MSC project. He
al so toured Stanford University Technol ogy Park and Sun M crosystens, a
software maker in California's Silicon Valley.

Dr Mahathir is keen to attract nore technol ogy-based industries such as
makers of conmputer softwares and wafer fabrications to |locate their plants
in Mal aysia, especially in the proposed MSC.

The MSC is an area, 15km by 40km |[|inking the Kuala Lunpur City Centre,
the Putrajaya new federal governnment administrative centre and the KLIA

These three projects are expected to offer a huge market for multinedia
products and servi ces.

The sources said Dr Mahathir's visit to Mcrosoft was arranged by
Mal aysi an busi nessman T. Ananda Kri shnan.

Ananda Krishnan control s tel ecomuni cati ons group Bi nari ang whi ch owns
Mal aysia's first satellite Measat | |aunched in January. Binariang is due
to launch a second satellite, Measat Il, in Septenber. -- BERNAVA
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