27 JUN 1996
Mahat hi r- Di scredit
MAHATHI R SPEAKS OF FOREI GN ATTEMPTS TO DI SCREDI T H M

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday spoke of nunerous articles in the foreign nedia as
well as a new book witten by a Westerner which blamed himfor all of
Mal aysi a' s probl ens.

"I read a lot of articles and a book witten about ne recently. The
inpression given is that I'ma devil. | don't know why the Wsterners are
so angry with nme,"” he told reporters on his return froma 17-day overseas
vacati on.

"All of themblame ne, including for the deficit in the balance of
paynments and the construction of nmegal omanic projects as if they thensel ves
do not indulge in negal omani a," he said.

The prinme minister said it was the foreign powers that were responsible
for maki ng aeropl anes besi des having big mlitary forces and forcing the
devel opi ng countries to buy nodern weapons fromthe

"W spend all our noney on buying their arns)," he said.

"I could say that we should cancel the purchase of arnms fromthem we
just buy pistols or snall guns...after all we are not going to war with
anybody," the prinme mnister said.

He said they kept selling their arns to every country but if these
countries bought them they would speak of an arns race.

"I just cannot understand the hatred they have for nme, even articles in
the Financial Tines," he said.

The prime minister said decisions taken by the Ml aysi an government were
not solely his but the collective responsibility of the Cabinet.

"I can assure you that sonetinmes the Cabinet disagrees with nme and |
have to go along with them" he said.

The prime minister also disclosed that he now had to | eave Cabi net
meetings if projects being discussed had sonmething to do with his
rel atives.

"l get chased out of Cabinet neetings. Never before have |I seen
previous prine mnisters having to | eave Cabi net neetings, no matter what
happened”.

He said Mal aysia's econom ¢ success had attracted a | ot of envy and
dislike in certain Wstern nedia.

" \What they have witten about Malaysia is grossly unfair,"” he added.
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