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Mahat hi r - Suhart o
MAHATHI R- SUHARTO TALKS TO FOCUS ON BUI LDI NG Bl LATERAL TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 5 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
i ndi cated today that he will not raise the territorial dispute over Sipadan
and Ligitan islands during his talks with I ndonesi an Presi dent Suharto, who
arrives here tonorrow for a two-day visit.

"That matter has been decided,” he told reporters after opening
Gerakan's 25th del egates conference at the party headquarters here.

I nstead, Dr Mahathir said, their tal ks on Monday woul d concentrate on
how the two countries could establish good rel ations, including
econom cally, and their stand in Asean and the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooper ati on (Apec).

Reports from Jakarta had quoted | ndonesia's Arnmed Forces chief Gen
Fei sal Tanjung as saying recently that Dr Mahat hir and Suharto woul d
di scuss the issue during the Indonesian president's trip to Ml aysi a.

The two small islands, |ocated on the border of Sabah and East
Kal i mant an, are being clai med by Ml aysi a and | ndonesi a.

Kual a Lunpur has suggested taking the case to the International Court
of Justice in The Hague. However, |Indonesia's Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas,
who wi || acconmpany Suharto during his trip here, was quoted as sayi ng that
Jakarta woul d agree to the suggestion only if bilateral talks on the matter
fail ed.

Asked if he woul d di scuss | ndonesian workers in Malaysia with Suharto,
Dr Mahathir said: "I don't think we should go into that. That is being
dealt with already."

It is estimated that there are about 1.5 nmillion |Indonesian workers in

Mal aysi a.
It was reported recently that Indonesia is studying the possibility of
bri ngi ng home by naval ships about 5,000 illegal Indonesian workers who are

currently being detained at several detention canps in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir last nmet Suharto in Bogor, Indonesia, after attending the
Apec summit in Novenber 1994 while the Indonesian president's last visit to
Mal aysia was in 1993. -- BERNAMVA
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