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Gl15- Mahat hi r
MAHATHI R TELLS DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES TO CLOSE RANKS

By: Kuah Guan Qo

HARARE, Nov 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir has told the 15
menbers of G 15 to cl ose ranks and re-dedi cate thensel ves to the cause of
devel opi ng countri es.

"The G 15 can be relevant if we want it to be. The G 15 can provide the
| eadership role if we conmit ourselves to that purpose,” he said at the
closing of the three-day summit by the outgoing chairman, President Robert
Mugabe of Zi nbabwe, today.

Dr Mahat hir was speaki ng as the i ncom ng chairman of the six-year-old
groupi ng which will neet next in Kuala Lunpur

The third speaker was Prine Mnister P. Patterson of Jammica in his
capacity as the G 15 chairman after Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said the grouping that was set up to spearhead cl oser
cooperation anong Third Wrld countries has a |lot to do.

"The chal | enges are getting bigger and the tine for us to act is
getting shorter and shorter," he said.

He said they had di scussed the chall enges posed by a world that is
changing rapidly, be it in terns of politics, econonmics or technol ogy, and
sonme people said this is the era of a "new gl obal partnership for
devel oprent ".

"I's this for real, or is it a nere subterfuge for dom nation by those
with the necessary mnmight and resources?" he said.

The gl obal partnership, he said, could only be played, and nust be
pl ayed, with due regard being paid to the handi caps as much as to |evel
pl aying fiel ds.

"Pitting nmidgets agai nst gi ants makes nonsense of |evel fields," he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister also said that they might indeed be living in a
wor | d of bigger chall enges and uneven opportunities.

"In fact, in the econom c context, countries of the world are show ng
bi gger gaps in termof incone disparities as conpared to a decade ago."

As such, he said, drastic and persistent efforts would be needed to
arrest the slide anong the devel opi ng countri es.

Dr Mahathir said: "W see a | ot of double standards and selectivity at
the international level, as the dictates of donestic politics overrule
justice and humanitarianismin international affairs.”

At the sane tinme, he said, they also found division and fragnentation
anong t he devel opi ng countri es.

They, however, should not despair because the potentials existed for
t he devel oping countries to exert their rights and ensure a better future
for themsel ves.

For the G 15 for exanple, its Commttee on | nvestnent, Trade and
Technol ogy was the platformfor econom c cooperation anong thensel ves in
i nvestnent, trade exchanges and technol ogy shari ng.

Concrete programmes of action and better flow of information in these
fields nmust be worked out and inplenented, he said. -- BERNAMVA
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