03 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Candi dat es
MAHATHI R TELLS UMNO CANDI DATES TO AVAO D EARLY CANMPAI G\S

MELAKA, May 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wants
candi dates vying for party posts in the Gctober Umo election to refrain
frommaki ng press statements or to bring supporters when registering their
candi dacy.

He said no statenent should be nmade now because anple tine would be
given for themto canpai gn

"There's no need to have press statenent for publicity or
information...it's sufficient to register only," he told a press conference
at the end of his two-day working visit to Ml aka today.

The Prime M nister was responding to questions fromthe press regardi ng
personal attacks which had started among candi dates particularly in the
contest for party posts in Wanita Umo.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, said the party's Suprene
Counci | neeting tormorrow woul d di scuss the matter particularly on
gui del i nes on canpai gning for the party el ection.

He said many candi dates might still be in the dark on the matter and
made statenents to announce their candi dacy.

"Registering as a candidate is actually sinple...just sign and submt
the form..no need to bring supporters,” he said.

On Umo's stand on the possibility of cooperating with other politica
parties in Kelantan follow ng the current political devel opnent in the
state, the Prime Mnister said Umo's stand on the matter was open.

"However, whatever formof action we will take will only be determ ned
after | have met with all Umo | eaders in Kelantan tonorrow, " he added.

Dr Mahathir said Umo kept an open nind because there were nany
alternatives avail able including coalition with another political party or
it maintained a neutral stand.

The Prime M nister al so announced that Bari san Nasional (BN would
mai ntain a candidate fromthe MCto stand in the by-election for the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly seat for Bukit Asahan which woul d be hel d soon.

The seat fell vacant followi ng the death of its representative, Datuk
N. Arunasalamin a road accident in Petaling Jaya | ast week.

Dr Mahathir said the seat had been allotted to the M C previously
because as a conponent of the BN, the party nust be given a place to
contest in.

He said although the Indians were a snmall comunity in the area, it was
BN policy to allocate seats to all its partners. -- BERNAVA
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