10 OCT 1996

Mahat hir - text

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Following is the full text of the
English translation of the speech by UVNO Presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the UMNO CGeneral Assenbly, Dewan Merdeka, Putra World Trade
Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Thursday Cct 10, 1996:

LEADERS AND LEADERSH P

We are grateful to Allah that this year our party UMNO is 50 years ol d.
Fifty in the history of mankind is short but 50 years for a party in
Mal aysia is rather long. Many of the political parties established 50 years
ago no | onger exist today. They have been overtaken by events. But UWNO is

still around, active and still in power. For all these we shoul d be
grateful.

WII UWNO still be around in 50 years tinme? God willing, UVNO will
still exist. But it is also possible that we will be a part of history.
Whet her UMNO wi Il still be around 50 years fromnow will depend largely on
us, nmenbers of UMNO If we are w se, sincere and hold on to the principles
of our struggle and religion, |love our party, nation and race, God willing,

UMNO wi || continue to exist. But if we |ose our direction, if we becone
arrogant with power, if we are greedy and only pander to our desires, there
is a great possibility that we will be destroyed and will di sappear.

Per haps even before another 50 years, perhaps even in a shorter period of
time, or perhaps at the next party elections or even this year, we wll
cease to exist.

Everything is determned by Allah, the Almghty. But Allah has enjoi ned
upon us to hel p ourselves before we seek His help. So "tie our canels' and
leave it to Allah, the Alm ghty. Do not blane fate if we deliberately do
something that is forbidden by God. Even those who try to save thensel ves
may not be saved, if it is fated. But those who try to save thensel ves may
have a better chance and that too is fate. So it is better that we try. It
is better that we “tie our canels'.

LEADERSHI P ELECTI ONS STI LL DEMOCRATI C

At this Assenbly we will be el ecting the highest body to adm nister and
manage our party. But this tinme around the election for the Suprene Counci
will be different fromthat practised since UWNO was forned.

This tinme nany may feel that it is |ess denocratic. Firstly, we have
agreed at the UWNO General Assenbly |ast year that the posts of President
and Deputy President will not be contested this tine. Secondly, we ban
canpai gns and require that candi dates contesting for posts register their
nanmes at party Headquarters, w thout declaring their agenda if they are
el ect ed.

W al so deci ded that divisions need not state who anbng the registered
candi dates will be their choice. Al divisions are required to nom nate al
the registered candi dates for all posts.

Compared with the previous el ections, of course, this tinme it appears
that this election is resrictive. However, it cannot be said to be
undenocrati c.

In the days of Dato Onn and Tunku Abdul Rahman, the Suprenme Counci



el ections were held yearly wi thout rmuch problem Usually there was no keen
tussle for posts and menbership of the Suprene Council. Even though in the
begi nning, during the era of Dato Onn, all posts including those of the
Secretary General, Chief Information Oficer and Treasurer were contested,
there were no problens in electing them Elections were carried out openly
by show of hands only. Nomi nations were made on the spot. Nornally,

i ncunbents were re-el ected wi thout any chal | enge.

When Tunku Abdul Rahman took over the helm changes were nmade to the
UWMNO Constitution requiring the Secretary General, Treasurer and Chi ef
Informati on O ficer be chosen by the President. The reason for this is that
these officials had to work closely with the Party President.

Besi des, the President had the authority to appoint five other Suprene
Counci| menbers at his discretion. This was to ensure that those not chosen
but whomthe President believed could contribute would be given a chance to
serve the party. Qbviously, these rights nade the President nore powerful
in the party.

Al'l changes to the election of the Suprene Council nenbers were agreed
to at General Assenblies. UVNO realised then that if the party w shed to be
recogni sed as representing the Malays in the negotiations with the British,
then the fact that it was united and fully supported by the Ml ays nmust be
made clear. therwise, the British would ignore the Mal ays and continue to
threaten the Malay Rulers to accept their plans.

UWNO s success is based on the fact that UMNO is solid and that any
stand by the President will reflect the stand of all UWVNO nenbers. The
British finally had to give i ndependence to the Federation of Malaya in
1957, two years earlier to neet UMWO s denand

The practice of electing the Supreme Council menbers yearly ceased
after the 1969 incident, but when politics was all owed again, UVWNO deci ded
to hold the Suprene Council elections every three years.

OLD MALAY CULTURE STRENGTHENS UWNO

The political culture of the Mal ays has changed gradually. Wile the
posts of President, Deputy President and Vice Presidents, were not
chal l enged until 1972, the posts of UMNO Youth Chief and Wanita Chief were
cont est ed.

We should be grateful that the culture of contesting for party posts
did not exist during the tinme UVNO was set up and this culture did not
col our UMNO politics until after the struggle for independence. Tunku Abdu
Rahman was invited with open arnms by UVNO | eaders who di sagreed with Dato
Onn, even though the Tunku was not directly involved wth UVNO before
becom ng its President. The | ate Tunku did not ask to be noninated and did
not canpai gn when nom nated. Dato Onn too was not defeated in an el ection.
He resigned because his stand was rejected by the mgjority of the UMNO
Suprene Council nenbers at that tine.

Al 't hough Dato Onn's departure resulted in several UVNO | eaders
following him UWNO was strengthened by Tunku Abdul Rahman, with the
support of Dato Abdul Razak, Sardon, Senu, Khir Johari, Aziz |shak and
ot her UMNO veterans. At the same tine, those who fromthe beginning did not
agree with Dato Onn, such as Dr. Ismail and his brother, Sulainmn Abdul
Rahman, began to join the UWMNO | eadership

The UMNO | eadership that was forned after the departure of Dato Onn was
made up of the old Malay, i.e. those who were polite and wel |l - mannered,
those not greedy for posts. Likew se, other |eaders in the party were not
interested in contesting for the Supreme Council posts unless there were
vacanci es and then only if nonminated. Very often, they rejected their
nomi nati ons.



Perhaps this culture of politeness was i nappropriate with politics and
rendered UVNO | ess aggressive in fighting the colonialists, unlike other
political parties in South Asia, South-East Asia and Africa. But because
there was no chall enge to the UVWNO | eadershi p, UWNO becanme strong and t he
| eaders, credible. As a result, UMNO was able to fight for independence
successfully. If the "gentlenan' |eadership |Iike the Tunku was chal | enged,
it is possible that the British would have pitted certain quarters in UWNO
agai nst each other, thereby del aying the process of independence.

Even t hough the Tunku was not chall enged, he did not rely conpletely on
the politeness of the Mal ays. Besi des meking the necessary changes to
certain posts within UWO Tunku al so abolished the State UMNO and repl aced
it with the State UVNO Li ai son Conmittee. As a result, delegates to the
Ceneral Assenbly canme fromdivisions and not fromthe State UVNO whi ch were
nmore vocal and stronger than the UMNO di vi si ons.

Thr oughout the Tunku's | eadership there were no serious chall enges
agai nst him although towards the | ast years of his | eadership there were
views that he had been Prime Mnister for too long. There was al so the view
that perhaps it would be better to separate the post of President of the
party fromthat of the Prine Mnister. There were also resolutions in the
years before the 1969 el ections that Tun Razak take over the party's
| eadershi p and al so becone the Prinme M nister.

The challenge to the party's | eadership would not have any inpact for
so long as the chall engers did not have equal or al nbst equal stature with
the i ncunbents. Any challenge froman ordi nary nenber is neaningl ess and
will not be successful.

According to Malay tradition, which was still prevalent at that tine,
it was inpolite for someone who sits in the sanme Conmittee or in the
Cabi net to chal |l enge another, who al so happens to be his boss. A d Ml ay
culture dictates that no one of equal stature or of al nbst equal stature as
the President should challenge the President. Therefore, even though there
were resolutions at the lower |evels urging Tun Razak to take over the post
of President, Tun, however declined. Wth this the UWNO | eader shi p renai ned
intact. But there were signs that the Tunku hinself was unconfortable with
Tun Razak and preferred another | eader to take over Tun's place in the
party and in the Governnent. However, Tunku did not do anything because to
renove Tun fromthe post of Deputy President and Deputy Prime M nister
woul d represent an act inconsistent with Malay tradition. The renoval of
Abdul Aziz |Ishak cannot be conpared to the situation had Tun Razak been
repl aced.

EMERGENCE OF NEW MALAY CULTURE IN UWMNO

The old Malay cul ture underwent a gradual process of change until the
1969 incident. The racial riots in May of that year becane the major factor
i nfluencing the change in Malay attitude towards | eadership. Tunku was
condemmed until he hinself felt that his influence and popul arity had
waned. He hinsel f nade the decision to withdraw and gave his seat to Tun
Razak.

The UWMNO change in | eadership took place, but there was still no
contest anmong the top | eaders. Therefore, the UVWNO | eadershi p renai ned
intact. The situation was al nost restored to the old ways, until Dato
Hussein Onn as the party President was chall enged by an ordi nary nenber,
Haji Sul ei man Pal esti n.

This was no credible challenge, yet this broke UWO s tradition
Subsequently, it was easy to contest the posts of Deputy President and al so
Vi ce- Presi dents.

The tradition finally came apart when the first credible challenge for



the post of President was nmade in 1987, during which a fierce contest
ensued. The traditional Malay custons and politeness ended with this
contest. For the first tinme noney was wi dely used. Canpai gns were no | onger
restricted. Open accusations by candi dates and their supporters defam ng
not only those contesting but also the party and Gover nment weakened bot h.

Eventual |y, party problens were brought to Court and the ruling party
was declared illegal. A struggle to set up a party with the name UVNO
ensued. The defeated group could not accept the reality and chose to set up
anot her party to challenge the party that had inherited UWNO God-w lling,
this aninosity has subsided and today nenbers of the party formed to fight
UWNO have now returned to UVNO. Forgiving is still part of Malay custons
and traditions and with that the split could be nmended and unity
reest abl i shed. What was broken was a thread, not a piece of charcoal. W
wel come the return of our colleagues to the UVWNO fold so that we can
struggl e together for the sake of our race, God willing.

Al t hough what had been broken had been nended, the inpact of this
struggl e destroyed the old Malay culture. Any contest for posts in UWNO was
no |l onger polite. Al neans, including the wi despread use of nobney, were
used even at the divisions and branches. Undoubtedly, party unity will not
endure if such fights continued. A Mal ay proverb says "pi sang ti dak berbuah

dua kali" (bananas do not fruit twice). But political parties are not
bananas.
Political aninpbsity anmong the Mal ays usually spill over into the social

field. Since the early years, UMNO and PAS nenbers could not be friends
even outside the party. PAS carries this culture to the extrene. They force
their nenbers and supporters to isolate thensel ves conpletely from UVNO
menbers to the extent that they are not allowed to attend weddi ngs or any
functions held by UVNO nenbers, neither could they nmarry UVMNO nenbers
children, pray together with UVWNO nmenbers, or be buried in the same buria
ground.

This culture to some extent prevails in UVNO whereby if contests for
posts were held, permanent aninosity will result. Actions taken to weaken
the winner will be done by the |loser, and vice-versa. Party unity will be
destroyed. Wth that, every contest will result in the w nner having
di mi ni shing nunber of supporters. Should this process continue, UWO s
menbership will dwi ndle

We believe this did not happen for UVMNO menbership continues to
increase. But this increase is due to new nenberships. The ol d nenbers
continue to dw ndl e because those who |lost felt frustrated and isol ated
t hensel ves from UVNO. Even those who had secured a place and position in
t he Governnment, when defeated, decided to “retire' and becone inactive.
Only a snmall nunber of veterans continue to stay on, are active and willing
to support their successors.

This change in UWO and Mal ay cul ture nust be acknow edged by the party
and efforts should be taken to overconme it. Not all of the new Mal ay
culture is harnful. Actually, many of the changes in the Malay traditions
and custons bring a |l ot of good. But that they no | onger have a feeling of
shame in pronoting thenmsel ves and conpeting may ruin the party | eadership
and UMNO. It is different in business where the willingness to conpete
openly, to strategise in order to win, would create successful Ml ay
busi nessnmen and entrepreneurs of integrity. Because of self-confidence we
may be nore successful in creating a race that is respected by others, not
because of racial arrogance, but because of our success.

But sel f-confidence and the belief in one's self, should not be allowed
to make one over-confident and arrogant. The danger of over-confidence is
t hat when pursuing individual success one ignores the effect on others.
Simlarly in politics, a leader may succeed to fill a certain post, but the



party may be destroyed due to his canpaigning tactics. By this |logic we
will get | eaders who are conpetent campaigners |eading the party with a

di mi ni shing nunber of followers. Finally, there will only be | eaders but no
fol | owers.

This is not an exageration. In sone countries party break-ups are
frequent each time party elections are held. And finally the nunber of
political parties increase and the aninosity between t hem over shadows
efforts at resolving national problems. In this country, too, the split
bet ween UMNO and Dato Onn resulted in the creation of the |Independence of
Mal aya Party or I MP and Parti Negara, while the contest in 1987 saw the
foundi ng of Semangat

Thank God the majority of the Ml ays supported the new UVNO and t he
situation was restored. What woul d have happened if each party obtained the
sanme nunber of support? Surely the opposition party will be the wi nner.

BAN ON CAMPAI GN TO SAVE UWMNO

But we cannot allow Malay culture to change without nmaki ng changes in
the way we conduct politics, so that the new culture will not destroy us.
It is for this reason that in electing | eaders this tine we have nade a
nunber of changes. Wth the approval of the Del egates Conference | ast year,
the posts of President and Deputy President are not contested. Perhaps
there is the inpression that in this way the two | eaders can protect
thensel ves. But this decision was made spontaneously without any
canmpaigning. If | amnot wong, the intention was to avoid a canpai gn and
contest that would split the party, as was seen in 1987.

The supporters of candi dates were not very concerned about the fate of
the Party. For many of them contest anong | eaders hol di ng Gover nnent
portfolios meant opportunities; an opportunity to stay on in the post if
the i ncunbents won, or an opportunity to fill a post if the chall enger won.
No contest neans no opportunity. No intense contest neans | ess favours to
repay.

The new generation will inherit the party. But we nust ensure that the
party they inherit is one that is sound and safe. It is worthless to
inherit a party that is crippled and lifeless. As the Ml ay sayi ng goes,
"menang jadi arang, kalah jadi abu." (For the victors a piece of charcoal,
for the | osers ashes).

Wil e no contests for the posts of Deputy President and President in
the party may slightly taint party denocracy, nevertheless this will ensure
the party's well-being. Remenber denocracy is for the good of the party,
and that the party does not exist to prove denocracy is great. Denocracy
wi thout a strong party is meaningl ess.

The ban on canpai gns becones all the nore inportant because of the use
of unhealthy tactics of canpaigning. In the past, when elections for the
UWMNO Suprene Council were held yearly, no problemwas faced by the party.
Thi s was because the candi dates did not canpaign. They relied on their
record in the party or in the relevant Assenblies. Coviously, if they
became M nisters, their performance could be clearly observed and
eval uated. But it nust be remenbered, not all that is done by M nisters,
Chief Mnisters or Menbers of the Legislature, in executing their
functions, will nmake them popular. What is inportant is that nenbers woul d
be able to evaluate the candi dates' performance w thout canpai gns which
deliberately taint or glorify the candi dates.

What should al so be noted is that before they becane " Yang Berhornat',
their performance in the states, divisions or branches shoul d be credible
and worth noting. In other words, the process to attain a niche in the
party starts fromthe | ower rung. Sonmetines this requires a long tine



before the | eadership qualities of a person is known and acknow edged.
Today, many wish to "leap frog' fromnowhere to occupy the hi ghest position
in the shortest time possible.

If there is no canpaign there will be quarters alleging that certain
people will suffer since they are not able to project their capabilities.
But even if canpaigns were allowed, some will be victins as they cannot
afford to canpaign, while others, |less talented, are capable of using
specific tactics to project thenselves. Actually those who are efficient,
yet capabl e of canpai gning in an unhealthy manner, may be those | east
suitable to lead the party. The possibility is that with the current tactic
of campai gni ng, unprincipled people and those who bribe will |ead the
party. The party will definitely be destroyed if such people continue to
|l ead the party, especially at the highest levels. UMNOw Il be |ed by
corrupt | eaders who acquired posts not by virtue of their ability as
desired by the party and Governnent. Led by corrupt |eaders, Ml aysia's
performance will deteriorate and it will be inpossible for Malaysia to be a
successful nation. We will be | ooked down upon by ot hers.

I f we disallowed canpai gns and i nposed a nunber of rules for this
el ection, the objective is to save the party. Wat is inportant and
overriding is the party, not specific individuals. It is alright for
i ndi viduals to be disappointed but the party nust survive and its integrity
mai ntai ned for as |ong as possi ble. Those di sappoi nted shoul d renenber even
if canpaigns were allowed, it is possible that they could still be
di sappointed. Fromthe party's perspective, the disappoi ntnent of sone
| eaders i s unavoi dabl e, whether or not canpaigns are allowed. But, without
canpai gns, damage due to di sappoi nted candi dates is not as bad as damage
due to unheal thy and i ntense canpai gns, which can split the party.

Di sappoi ntment anong candi dates is normal during elections. There are
bound to be losers. It is inpossible that the contest for one post by a few
will not result in anyone losing. If we lose and are willing to accept it,
our party will be safe. If we are unwilling to accept defeat, then we
shoul d not seek elections. Wiat is inportant in elections is that al
parties accept the result. In as much as we want the defeated to accept us
as winners, so too when we |ose, we should accept the w nners.

If we have this conpetitive spirit then we will accept whatever the
deci sion. Once el ections are over we should cl ose ranks and face the
chal | enge posed by the opposition parties. As | had said what is inportant
is the party, not specific individuals. A party w thout specific
i ndi vidual s can continue to be effective, while an individual w thout a
party will be a voice in the w | derness.

Al t hough there are no canpai gns, | eaders who are capable will stil
attract attention and support. Gadually, his | eadership qualities will be
acknow edged and he will nove up the | adder and may ultimately fill the
hi ghest post. This is not inpossible because there are past UMNO menbers
who never canpai gned yet were able to be | eaders and held high posts in the
Gover nnent .

| realise there is anger anong candi dates and nenbers because of the
deci sion to ban canpaigns in the contest for the Suprene Council seats this
year. All kinds of restrictions were inposed that it was all eged no one
could nove. | said allegedly because the public knows there were canpai gns.
We know who anong t he candi dates are active, have been using ny nane and
that of the Deputy President and even using noney. Their victory is no
guarantee that action will not be taken against themlater when we have
sufficient evidence. And those del egates novi ng around demandi ng t his and
that will also face disciplinary action even after the el ections.

UMNO - AN EFFECTI VE REFORM MOVEMENT



Thi s unusual neasure was taken because UMNO is too inportant for the
Mal ays and ot her Buniputeras. UMNO is not only a political party that
provi des opportunities to individuals to hold high position in the country.
UMNO too is not only meant to rule and devel op this country; UMNOis nore
than that. UMNO is a reform novenent for the Malays and the Bum putera
which is nore capable and effective conpared to other reformnovenents.
Whet her we are able to restore our dignity, be a race that is highly
respected and | ooked up to by other races in the world, or whether we
becone one of the advanced races, will depend on this cultural reformation
that has and will be undertaken by UWVNO. If UWNO fails to bring about these
refornms, then our race, the Malays particularly, together wi th other
Bum puteras, will be hum liated and have to submit to others again. | am
convi nced that no UMNO nenber woul d want the Malays to revert to their
position under colonial rule. In fact, we do not want to see ourself
reverting to our position before the May 1969 incident, during which
i ndependence was rather enpty for we were a race that was still backward,
not know edgeabl e and unsuccessful in nmany fields, except in politics.

The current position of the Mal ays and ot her Buni puteras has changed.
No one questions our ability to adnminister and devel op our country. W are
able to prove that our administration is not only far better than the
adm ni stration of our past colonisers, but much better than nost countries,
i ncludi ng sone of the devel oped nations. A race which seem ngly did not
under st and econom cs, business and industries is now not only able to
devel op the country's econony rapidly, but is a nodel in economc
managenent. Bum puteras who were said to be ignorant of business, who were
mere "Ali' in the "Ali-Baba' partnership, today own and run successful
sophi sticated business firms, with capital worth billions and reapi ng
profits conparable to those of international firnms. They can afford to buy
not only non-Bum putera conpanies but are also able to own foreign
enterprises abroad. In banking and tel econmuni cati ons, avi ation and not or
i ndustries, Ml ays and Buni puteras are conparable or have even superseded
ot her races in Ml aysia. And many nore successes have been achi eved by
Mal ays and Bum puteras because of the cultural refornms initiated by the
UWNG- | ed Gover nnent and UVNO

Nevert hel ess, the performance of the nation and that of Ml ays and
Bum puteras has not reached its peak. It has yet to reach levels that could
guarantee its sustainability w thout supervision and gui dance by UVNO and
the UWO | ed Governnent. We have not fully devel oped. W are undergoing the
process of devel opment. We are still fragile. If shaken, we wll crack,
break and fall into pieces. Alot needs to be done, especially in the
formation of a culture and qualities that could w thstand onsl aughts. And
this responsibility nust be shoul dered by UWO. Reforns that need to be
initiated nust be carried out by UMNO The new Ml ay/ Bum put era
civilisation rmust be noulded and initiated by UWNO. O her parties and
groups are not only incapable but if they attenpt to do so, they may cause
our achievements to revert to the status prevailing before, of being
backward and weak. Do not think that this is not possible. W have seen how
many countries which were once devel oped, have regressed because of a
change froma capable to an i ncapabl e Gover nnent.

The success or failure of a particular race is not due to its
ethnicity. The Europeans were successful not because they were white. The
Japanese, Koreans and Chi nese were successful not because they were
ethnically Mngolians. Sinilarly, brown-skinned people are strong or weak
not because of their skin colour. In all ethnic groups there are those who
can succeed and those who will fail. The capacity to succeed or fail is
with everyone



What determ nes the success or failure of a race is their culture, the
combi ned val ues that is believed, upheld and practised. If the conbination
of these values is consistent with success, then that race will be
successful. G herwise, that race will fail and becone backward. Wl I -known
civilisations in the history of mankind are a result of cultures that are
consistent with the formati on and achi evenents of that civilisation.

UMNO BRI NGS CHANGES TO MALAY CULTURE

If today we have achi eved sonme progress, this is not due to the
Governnent's policy alone, but mainly because of the changing cul ture of
the Mal ays and ot her Bum puteras brought about by UWNO Before the
exi stence of UWNO, the Mal ays were easily hum liated and col onised. It was
UMNO whi ch i nfluenced the thinking of the Mal ays and gave themthe courage
to fight their colonial masters.

It was UVWNO whi ch gave confidence that the Mal ays coul d admi ni ster
their independent country thenselves. At a time when other Mal ay parties
were not confident of the Malays' ability to govern, UWMNO was convi nced and
were able to convince the majority of Malays of their capability.

After independence, the problemof how to render independence
meani ngful arose. The colonialists regarded the role of the adm nistration
as nerely that of |Iaw enforcer. The UWO | ed Governnent regarded
adm ni stration as a neans to devel op the nation and people. UWNO s vi ew and
approach to the concept of governnent was its own and it was far better and
nmor e neani ngful than those of the Col onial governnent.

This resulted in a race which in the past were only able to plant pad
and tap rubber, becom ng able to produce sophisticated goods in nodern
factories. Frombeing a farmer, there now energe an industrial comunity
with different val ues nore consistent with national devel opment and
conpetitiveness with other races.

The Mal ays and Bumi puteras in the industrial era in Ml aysia are not
simlar to the Mal ays when Mal aysia was an agricultural nation. Their
culture had changed radically. Not all these changes are good. But if the
culture of the Mal ay peasants were retained, then industrialisation would
not have been successful, and the Ml ays woul d not have been as well
recogni sed as they are now

UWNO has played a role in the formation of the Malay Bum putera culture
by conducting various courses, semnars, studies and the delivery of
t housands of speeches. A book “~Mental Revolution' was published by UMNO in
its efforts to guide the Malays to better adapt to the changes resulting
fromthe transformation fromrural to urban, fromfarmer to factory worker
and fromthe daily eking of living to an era where incone is regular and
expenses pl anned.

Per haps many of us did not realise the cultural transfornation
initiated directly or indirectly by UWO But the fact is that UWNO is able
to change the culture of the Malays and create a new culture for them And
it is this culture that has hel ped the success of the New Econom c Policy,
al beit, not fully.

CREATI NG A CULTURE FOR THE | NFORVATI ON AGE

But a culture that is consistent with the NEP will not necessarily
ensure our success in this Informati on Age. Al though information can
i mprove our ability in numerous fields, it can also weaken and destroy us.
Today we face the problemof noral decay and probl ens such as drug abuse,
bohsi a, child abuse and child abandonnent. These, to sone extent, originate
fromthe affluence resulting fromindustrialisation and rural -urban



mgration. Rural culture differs fromthe culture of the urban areas. In
the rural areas we are close to our famly and friends. W are not free to
act as we pleased. W know what shane is.

In towns we live in a society where we do not know one anot her.

Col I eagues and friends are of the same age. Interests and desires are the
same. What we do is also done by our friends. If we are wong, so are they.
As such, we no |onger feel ashamed or shy if we conmit wong. W will do
what ever we want .

Evi dently, many of our youths are not able to deal with this freedom
The religion that is taught enphasises nore on the formthat is supposedly
Islam ¢ than on the substance of Islamc teachings. The trivial is given
enphasi s but not the substance. Therefore, even though on the surface
adherence to religion appears to be stronger now, inreality the
understanding and belief in religion is weak. The fact is that nmany of
t hose involved in drugs and undesirable activities are Malay children.
There nust be sonething that is not right with the noral education that is
said to be based on religion. Religion cannot be wong. But we know t hat
what is taught is the interpretation and opinion of certain individuals.

For this reason, Islamis divided into various sects and beliefs, including
those that are clearly wong and contradict the true teachings of |slam
Due to wrong interpretations by certain interests, religion which should
act as a bulwark of protection is no |onger capabl e of doing so.

The Governnent has attenpted to noul d character capable of overconing
probl ens associated with living in affluence in the urban areas through the
“rakan nuda' programes, including the teachings and practices of
religions. It is evident that the progress thus far showed t hat we have not
been able to deal with these probl ens adequately. WII we be able to create
a generation capabl e of taking over our place given their continuous
exposure to informati on and val ues which can further destroy their culture?

We cannot isolate our race fromoutside world. Whether we like it or
not we are exposed to foreign cultures |oaded with sex and viol ence.
Pandering to our base desires, useful know edge in this information age is
not pursued for the benefits they can bring. Instead we all ow ourselves to
succunb to our base desires.

Finally we will regress and revert to our forner status as a race that
was hum |iated and col oni sed.

Al these woul d not have happened or becone a serious problemhad we
succeeded in creating a culture that can protect us fromthe negative
aspects of the information era. W need clean and strong | eadership to
prevent this. And this | eadership nust come from UWWNO The quality of
| eadership in UVWNO wi || determ ne whether or not our race will succeed in
this informati on age. Because UMNO nust not only be confined to politics,
UMNO nust also |lead the cultural reformso that we can protect ourselves
frombeing influenced by the evils that come with the information expl osion
and affluence. This “devil' and the “devil' brought about by poverty that
can lead to our loss of faith is the sane. Therefore we cannot seek refuge
by all owi ng poverty and by isolating ourselves fromthis information era.

I solating one's self fromproblens is not the way to overcone them A
civilised race needs to confront and face these problens squarely.

| MPACT OF ELECTI NG CORRUPT LEADERS

What kind of |eaders do we need? Certainly not | eaders who are anoral
corrupt or who are interested in position over respect and success of his
race, religion and nation

It is quite usual even for | eaders who are clean to be influenced by
nmoney, given power and opportunity.



But those who fromthe begi nning had shown negative traits and of fered
bribes to seek position and w t hout any qual ns ni sused power and
opportunity in furthering hinmself, will certainly be nmore willing to be
bri bed after having attai ned high position and becomi ng | eaders. Leaders
who resort to bribes to seek support will not hesitate to accept bribes to
support or to approve anything. A corrupt |eader will set up a corrupt
Gover nment .

As Prine Mnister or Mnister or office bearers with specific
portfolios in the Federal or State Governments, the incone is sufficient
only to live a noderate life.

Therefore if nmoney is needed in canpaigns they would need to resort to
illegal practices or by issuing |licenses, AP's, shares and awardi ng tenders
or contracts, etc. to their supporters. Perhaps those who received or hoped
to receive something will appreciate the i Mmoral hol ders of certain posts
in Governnent. There are those anbng UVNO nenbers who feel that power is of
no use if it cannot be used to help friends or famly, or supporters and
party nmenbers. To themit is not wong. To themthis is an act of
repayment. According to themsince they gave the support, they should now
be conpensated. Besides, what is given does not belong to the M nister but
to the Governnent. Power that is subjected to rules is not power, so it
appears. To these people power neans the right to do anything. If it can
only be used according to the rules, then that is not power, they say.

But believe nme, whether to reciprocate a good deed or not, bribery and
t he abuse of power can destroy our party, our nation, race and religion
The reason is that for every favour granted, there are tens, hundreds or
even thousands of others who do not get anything. And these people will be
di sappointed and woul d reject the party when the tinme cones to el ect
representatives to Legislative Assenblies. Wat is the use of being a
| eader of a defeated party?

And corrupt leaders will not stop at only returning the favour of those
who hel ped them Sooner or later they will want to enrich thensel ves by
selling their power and influence. Agents have to be paid. To obtain
approval s, applications will be deliberately delayed until bribes are nade.

In the beginning, bribery will be discreet. Governnment servants, aware
of these abuses, will threaten that they too should be bribed. Finally,
those in authority and those without authority but aware of the corrupt
practices of those in authority, will becone corrupt. Since everyone is
i nvol ved, no one will feel ashamed. Everyone will accept bribes. Bribery
will be condoned. Bribery will be openly practised and its culture nmay
penetrate all | evels of society.

If this happens, all Government dealings will cease to function
smoot hly and all costs will escalate. Nothing will be exenpted from
bri bery. Licences, AP's and approvals require bribes. Dealings with the
private sector, such as banks, require specific paynents to those who are
in position to approve.

Bribery knows no linmt. Over a period of time there will be nore
demands by nore people. Finally, investors will nove out, job opportunities
will not increase but will be reduced, poverty will be ranmpant and the
econonmy will not grow. Al work will be delayed and will sl ow down.

A nation that accepts bribery as its culture may never progress.

Corrupt UWNO | eaders will sell their souls to whoever offers themnore.
Governnent policies, especially those related to Mal ay and Buni putera
interests, will be set aside. Renenber, the ability of the Mal ays and the
Bum putera to offer bribes is not as great as the other races.

In the event, the devel opnent of the Malays and the Bum puteras can no
| onger be carried out. Those Bumi putera who receive benefits fromthe
CGovernnent are those who are corrupt and perhaps incapable. And they will



sell off imrediately everything they received for instant wealth. They will
spend everything just as fast for they hope to get nore.

The whol e Mal ay and Bumi putera society will collapse. Qur race will
collapse. This nation will revert to its former situation of poverty, chaos
and instability. The hope of the Malay and other Buniputeras to becone a
devel oped race will be dashed. The foreigners, especially those who
continually alleged that the Mal ays as Miuslins could never progress and be
a successful and devel oped race, will |augh at us. And all this because of
the sel ection of corrupt candidates to | ead UVNO

This may be the scenario if corrupt practices which start froma
contest for posts are not overcone.

Meanwhi | e what wi |l happen to UWNO? Today we have seen how the cost of
el ecting the Suprene Council has escalated. It first began when a State
pl aced their del egates to the General Assenbly in a well-known hotel. Then
other states followed suit. Later, the hotel status had to be upgraded to
five stars. It must be nothing less if support is to be given.

It is said that all expenses for del egates and observers were borne by
the State Liaison Conmittee. But where did such enornous amounts of noney
conme fronP? It could perhaps be party donations. But can the party's nobney
be utilised to popul arise specific individuals?

Then candi dat es began offering bribes and gifts to del egates. There
were conpetition between candi dates and the anount of bribes increased. But
now t he process of bribery begins much earlier. A year or nore before
el ections, bribery begins. It is not the performance or the person's
ability that is the basis for selection. Wiat deternines support is the
val ue of the bribe that one is willing to give.

At this level, delegates begin offering their support if gifts are
given. And candi dates are forced to spend even nore. Those who can afford
by virtue of their success following the NEP will offer nore to the
del egates. But voting is secret and the sane del egate will seek bribes from
ot her candi dates. Thus del egat es becone prosperous follow ng bribes
received fromall candidates. Not only are travelling expenses to Kual a
Lunpur and the five-star hotel s borne by candi dates, overseas trips are
al so arranged or prom sed. Initially, it was just across our borders but
today trips to Europe and America nust be sponsored to ensure del egates
| oyalty. Because del egates to the General Assenbly get nmany benefits,
contest to be del egates becone intense. Candi dates vying to be del egates to
the General Assenbly begin bribing divisional del egates. Those who won nust
recover their incurred expenses. They in turn demand sonmething fromthe
Supreme Council candidates, if their support is to be given.

Where did all these noney conme fronf Certainly, the normal incone is
i nsufficient. Perhaps other rich supporters have hel ped. But is this help
for free? Is this not also corruption?

As a result, |eaders who abuse their positions and are corrupt will
| ead UMNO and becone Government | eaders. Can we trust such | eaders? Wuld
they not try to sell us, UMNO nenbers, the Mal ays, the Bumi puteras and al so
our country? What is the difference between these UMNO | eaders and t hose
who take drugs? Wien addicted, the dignity of our race and nation will be
sold to anyone.

It is difficult to visualise sonmething that has yet to happen. But
believe nme what | have tried to portray can happen. To sone extent it has
al ready happened. Governnent's power has been used to buy support.

To develop a nation and race is not easy. It needs tine and determ ned
effort. But to destroy a nation and race is easy. And no other neans is
nmore effective than to chose | eaders who abuse their position and are
corrupt. Leaders, be they Kings, Presidents or dictators, are those who
have destroyed their glorious enpires in the history of nmankind.



MALAY REFORMATI ON PROCESS CONTI NUES

Earlier on | had stressed that UVNO Ref orm Movenent, a Renewal
Movenent. UMNO has pioneered the creation of a new culture for the Ml ays,
a culture that has brought many advancenent. Froma race that was once
col oni sed, we have become a race that is respected and a nodel for other
races.

But the process of Ml ay and ot her Bum puteras reformation is not over.
A lot nore needs to be done. W have identified and planned a nunber of
things. But all these will not materialise if we | ack honest and sincere
| eadership, not only for today but also for our future. The culture which
we have created now wi Il not be able to ensure the quality of our |eaders.
Qur culture today is not as yet capable of creating a new Ml ay
civilisation.

We nmust maintain UWNO s power in Governnent to ensure the creation of a
culture and the setting up of a newcivilisation. To date, what we have
achieved is nerely to forge an ordinary culture based on ordinary val ues,
such as good manners, discipline, hard work, sincerity and fairness and
ot her val ues which are considered universal. In general, we have tried to
adopt these values, with sonme success, but this is insufficient.

Culture, in fact those universal values of a particular race, differ
fromthose of other races because of their philosophy and detail ed
interpretations. Thus the finesse of one culture differs fromthe finesse
in other cultures. There are races which regard that respect for |eaders,
famly and ol d age are part of good manners but there are others which
regard all these as obsolete and will not nmake their culture any better. As
aresult, the institutions of famly, religion and marri age renmain intact
in sone cultures but are destroyed in others. Yet both races insist that
they are well -mannered and civilised.

The concept of cleanliness and beauty also varies fromone culture to
anot her. For sonme, not being uncl ean neans clean, for others, not dirtying
is regarded as clean. For the first group, after littering, they expect
others to do the cleaning up. For the other, cleaning is unnecessary
because they did not create any ness. Simlarly with beauty. Wat is
consi dered as beautiful in one culture may be considered as ugly in
another. What is clear is that cleanliness and beauty have different
meani ngs in different cul tures.

There are races adept at cooking delicious foods. Qhers not only
desire delicious foods but their presentation, decoration and the manner
the food is consuned nmust al so be refined before the food is considered
perfect. Which one should be the basis for our new cul ture and the new
civilisation?

Art in one culture may be considered as refine but the same art in some
ot her cultures nay be regarded as crude. Sonme cul tures enphasise quality,
yet others enphasise |low price. There are races who try to avoid
defectiveness in their work and seek perfection. There are others who are
not mndful of mnor defects in their work and there are yet others who are
of the viewthat since it is only God who is perfect, they therefore need
not try to avoi d defectiveness in their products. In fact there are sone
who del i berately make nistakes in their work to prove that only God is
perfect. This attitude is one of arrogance because no matter how hard one
tries, one's products could never be free fromdefect. If we exan ne
carefully we will certainly find evidence of defectiveness no matter how
conpetent one is. Therefore, we need not deliberately cause any defect in
our work. W are not free fromdefecti veness. However, if we strive for
perfection, the quality of our products will inprove and becone nore



val uabl e. A race which strives for perfection will be nore successful
conmpared to a race whi ch does not. Wi ch should we chose to beconme part of
our culture?

Simlarly with justice. Rightly what is considered fair in one society
shoul d al so be fair in another. But actually it is not so. Wuat is
considered as just in one society is considered as unjust in others. In
fact, what is just in a particular era of a society is regarded as unj ust
by the same society in another era.

The success or failure of a society depends on its concept of justice
and the way justice is practised and di spensed.

The inpl enentation of justice in Islamis subject to many different
interpretations. All Miuslins claimthat they strongly adhere to the
principles of justice in Islam but what they practise is different. There
are Muslins who hang their enemes without trial in the name of Islam On
the other hand, there are Muslins who demand the full process of judgenent,
al so in the nanme of |slam

Because of the above-nentioned and other differences, civilisations
that are created and their achi evenents vary one fromthe other. Islanmc
civilisation was created in the early years of |slanic expansion. Since
then, Islamic civilisation has deteriorated to its present weak state. Does
the concept of justice in Islamtoday not play a role in weakening Islanic
civilisation?

Al'l that | have nmentioned and nany nore which | amunable to say are
the fine details that have to be considered if we want to nake it as part
of our culture. By selecting these fine details which can make our culture
consi stent with devel opnment and success, our achievenents will al so be
special. Wth this culture we will be able to devel op the arts, know edge
and conpetence unique to us. Qur nental and physical devel opnent, our
achi evenments in the field of know edge and the arts, our econom c, social
and political devel opnment as well as our architecture and engi neering - al
will reflect the new Mal ay/Bum putera civilisation, a civilisation
associ ated with Mal ays and | sl am

This is the Reformati on which should be initiated by UWO, to foll ow
that whi ch has nade UMNO successful until now Cearly, many nore need to
be studi ed, refined, checked and incul cated before the new culture of the
Mal ays and Bum puteras, before the emergence of a recogni sed and respected
Mal ay and Bumi putera Islamc civilisation of the 21st century wll
materialise

KIND OF LEADERS NEEDED BY UWMNO

Al'l these must be initiated by UWO. But this is possible only if we
have an UMNO that is |led by | eaders who are of high calibre, with quality,
incorruptible and do not place their personal interests above others. UWNO
| eaders must be nade up of those committed to fighting for Refornms which

have been pioneered and willing to nake sacrifices for the love of their
nation, culture and religion. UVNO | eaders nust be those of high calibre,
who will |ead the Government for several nore decades, for the creation of

the new Malay civilisation will take a long tine.

W may think that there is no difference between one | eader and
another. That it does not matter very much who we chose as there will be
not rmuch change. Devel opnment will be achi eved irrespective of whoever is
the leader. This viewis incorrect. Do not think that anybody can def eat
t he Mal ayan Uni on, achi eve i ndependence or bring rural devel opnent. In
ot her countries, because of wong choices in | eaders, the nations which had
devel oped have regressed. And when | eaders are rightly chosen, the
undevel oped nati ons becone devel oped. |Is our experience not the sane in



Mal aysi a? I f we make the right choices then unexpected devel opnent coul d
take place. Anong the del egates who contested, there are those who will be
suitable. But there are others who will only destroy our future. If these
peopl e are chosen, then clearly we will not be able to devel op an excel | ent
culture to create the Malay and Islamic civilisation that we hoped for.

REJECT CORRUPT LEADERS

As a Mal ay, as a Bumi putera, as someone who | oves his nation, race and
religion, |I urge all delegates to reject all candi dates who have offered
bribes to you in whatever form including those who canpai gned, despite the
ban. Reject thembefore they destroy our party which we | ove, before they
attenpt to destroy our reformnovenent whose objective is to create a new
Mal ay/ Bumi putera civilisation. Reject all of them regardl ess of whether
they are your friends. Loyalty to friends who are imoral w Il destroy our
struggl e for race and nation. Send themthis clear nmessage - UMNO has no
pl ace for corrupt | eaders.

Rej ect themfor the sake of religion, race and nation and our future.
There will be no loss and our party will not weaken if those who are
corrupt are not anong our |leaders or in the party. On the contrary, we wll
be stronger and be able to nanage our party and our struggle nore
ef fectively and successfully, God willing.

The struggle of our race has not ended. A lot nore needs to be
i mpl emented and initiated before we could becone a race that is devel oped
and respected by the world. W have talents. W have the ability. And we
can do it, InsyaAllah.

There are signs reflecting our ability to achieve the targets we have
set. Do not sacrifice our future. Do not sacrifice the new culture and
civilisation that we will build, just for the small gain we make today.

| am sad because | amforced to expose these dirty linen in public and
to make this appeal. But | believe that calanmity will befall us if we do
not reject those who bribed us.

Love the party, love the race, love the religion and | ove the nation. |
pray that those who vote today will do so with all sincerity, thinking of
Al'lah the Almghty. God willing by doing so, God will protect us, save our
struggle for the sake of our race, religion and nation in order for us to
evolve the Malay and Islamic Civilisation in the 21st century. Wth this we
can redeemthe dignity of our race.
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