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Mahat hi r-vi si t
MAHATHI R TO SPEAK AT TWDO U. S. BUSI NESS CONFERENCES

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, May 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad will be in San Franci sco and Washington fromMay 17 to 21 to speak
at two prom nent business conferences, neet with top international business
| eaders and pronote trade and i nvestment opportunities in Ml aysia.

In San Francisco, the Prime Mnister will |ead a Mal aysi a- US busi ness
and technol ogy di al ogue that will focus on high technol ogy industries, the
capital market, infrastructure devel opnent and encourage strategic US
i nvestnents i n Mal aysi a.

The forumon "Prospering Together Towards the Asia Pacific Century" is
jointly organi sed by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli),
the Pacific Basin Econom c Council (Ml aysia) and the California Southeast
Asi a Busi ness Counci |

Leadi ng Mal aysi an busi nessnen who will al so speak at the one-day
conference on Monday include Arab- Ml aysi an group chai rnman Tan Sri Azman
Hashi m Sapura Hol di ngs executive chairman Tan Sri Shansuddi n Abdul Kadir
and Renong Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri Hal i m Saad.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz will
al so updat e Anerican busi nessnen on hi-tech i nvestnent opportunities in
Mal aysi a.

O her visible names at the conference include Pul au Pi nang Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Ml aysia's Pernanent Representative to
the United Nations Tan Sri Razali Ismail, former US Secretary of State
George Shultz and forner US Deputy Secretary of State Cifton Warton.

In Washi ngton, Dr Mahathir will deliver a speech on "The Asian Val ues
Debate" at the 29th International General Meeting of the Pacific Basin
Econom ¢ Council (PBEC) which will be officially opened by US President
Bill Clinton on Monday.

Greg Stanko, director of nedia relations of PBEC, said here on Tuesday
that nmenbers at this year's neeting on "Beyond Rhetoric: |nplenmenting Free
Trade and I nvestnent in the Pacific Region would di scuss a series of
vol untary gui delines they could take honme to their governnments to pronote
trade and investnment in the region.

PBEC Chai rman Russell Fynnore, in inviting menbers to the conference,
said PBEC has nowrolled up its collective sleeves with the creation of new
Special Conmittees to focus on issues of inportance to businesses today.

These include generating foreign investnent flows, reducing
adm ni strative barriers to international trade, accelerating the
i mpl ement ati on of new technol ogi es, and bal anci ng econoni c devel opnent with
the need for a clean environment.

The five PBEC comm ttees include Adni nistrative Barriers, Environnent,
Food Products, Foreign Direct |nvestnment, and Technol ogy.

These comittees will try to influence the Asia Pacific Economc
Conference (APEC) forum's focus on the issues inportant to business in the
region as APEC noves to reach its objective of free trade by the year 2020

"What is needed is the inplenentation of policies which will ensure the
goal of 2020 becones a reality, not sinply a light on the horizon. Visions
must be converted to realities," said Fynnore.

Stanko said Dr Mahathir will be "doing coffee" before and after his
speech with a small group of prom nent business |eaders. "There'll be a | ot
of schrmoozi ng or networki ng anong busi nessnmen and governnment | eaders at the
conference," he added.



PBEC, founded in 1967 at the Stanford Research Institute in San
Franci sco, has grown froma nenbership of 19 conpanies fromfive countries
to 1,200 compani es from 19 economi es.

PBEC s international headquarters is | ocated in Honolulu, Hawaii, and
its menbers are nade up of medi umand | arge busi nesses from Australi a,
Canada, Chile, China, Colonbia, Fiji, Hong Kong, |Indonesia, Japan,

Mal aysi a, Mexico, New Zeal and, the Philippines, Russia, South Korea,
Tai wan, Thailand and the United States. Ecuador will be admtted at the
next annual meeting in Mnil a.

O her speakers at the PBEC conference include Philippines President
Fi del Ranpbs, Chinese Vice-Prem er Li Langi ng and Mexi o President Ernesto
Zedill o Ponce de Leon. Rafidah Aziz will be one of the discussants in a
pl enary session on "Japan in the 21st Century." -- BERNAVA

SH SK



	MAHATHIR TO SPEAK AT TWO U.S. BUSINESS CONFERENCES (Bernama 15/05/1996)

