25 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r- Vi si t
MAHATHI R TOURS SUMVER PALACE

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

BEI JI NG Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who is on a
four-day working visit to China today toured the ancient Yi He Yuan or
Sunmer Pal ace in the northern suburb of this Chinese capital city of seven
mllion people.

The Prime M nister, who was escorted by Vice-Mnister, State Pl anni ng
Conmi ssi on Zeng Peiyan, spent alnost half a day touring the pal ace used to
serve as a sunmer retreat for the royal famly of the Q ng Dynasty. It
covers a total area of 290 hectares, three quarters of which are | akes.

The park, built by Enpress G Xi (the Enpress Dowager), conprises Lake
Kunm ng and Longevity Hill

A covered wal kway stretching 728 netres, known as the | ong corridor,
runs along the northern side of the | ake and is fanobus for the paintings on
its beans.

Dr Mahat hir, who was acconpani ed by Pul au Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri
Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Deputy Education Mnister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn and the
Mal aysi an anbassador here, Mhanmad Amir Jaafar, was |ater entertained to
I unch by Zeng Peiyan who is al so the chairnman of the Reception Conmittee

The lunch was held at the D aoyutai State Guest House.

The Prime Mnister later visited a Chinese painting exhibition and
denonstration by Chinese painters at Villa 14 of the State Guest House.

Thi s evening, Dr Mahathir and the Mal aysi an del egation will be hosted
to dinner by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli), the
organi ser of the two-day Beijing D al ogue on Mal aysi a- Chi na Partnership
openi ng here tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address entitled "The Dawn of the
Asian Century: A Ml aysi an Perspective" at the opening of the dial ogue.
Sone 700 participants -- 450 Chi nese busi nessnen and officials and 250
menbers of the Mal aysian corpoprate sector -- have registered for the
di al ogue.

The prime mnister begins a hectic schedule tonorrow by calling on his
Chi nese counterpart Premer Li Peng at the Eastern Hall, Geat Hall of the
People to be followed by a formal neeting at Fujian Hall.

He is al so scheduled to neet Vice-Prem er Zhu Rongi at China Wrld
Hotel and call on President Jiang Zenin at the Great Hall. -- BERNAMVA
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