10 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - Measat
MAHATHI R UNLI KELY TO W TNESS MEASAT LAUNCH BECAUSE OF UNREST

By: Azman U ang

PARI'S, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is unlikely to witness next week's launch into orbit of Malaysia's
second satellite, Measat-2, in French Guiana in South Amrerica follow ng
unrest reported in the territory, officials here said.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to arrive in the French Cuiana's capital of
Cayenne on Tuesday froman overnight visit to Trinidad and Tobago in the
West | ndi es.

The Mal aysi a East Asia Satellite, owned by Binaring Sdn Bhd, is
scheduled for its lift-off into orbit fromthe Guiana Space Centre in
Kour ou, about 60km from Cayenne, at 7.40pmlocal tine on Wednesday (6.40am
i n Mal aysi a on Thur sday).

Bi nari ang officials said here today they had been in close touch with
their counterparts who were already in Kourou to assess the | atest
si tuati on.

"I't is unlikely that the French Guiana authorities will take chances to
allow Dr Mahathir's plane to land in Cayenne," said a Binariang official

Ber nama under stands that the French authorities who admni ni ster French
Gui ana are expected to advise the Prime Mnister, who is now on a four-day
visit to Ghana, to call off his visit.

Reports said the French government has despatched police reinforcenents
to Cayenne after student protests brought violence to the streets for the
second ni ght running.

Rioting and looting hit Cayenne on Thursday when a hi gh school strike
that has been going on since Oct 21 in protest at the lack of facilities
spilled over into serious disorder.

Meanwhi | e, a Mal aysi an nedi a group scheduled to fly to Kourou today
fromhere to cover the event had postponed their flight while waiting for
the | atest devel opment in French Gui ana.

Instead, officials of Arianespace, the European conpany which is
undertaki ng the | aunch, are expected to hold a news conference for the
Mal aysi an journalists |ater today.

Dr Mahathir's assistant press secretary Zakaria Abdul Wahab, who was
al so schedul ed to | eave for Kourou with the journalists, said he believed
the Prime M nister would be inforned through di plomatic channels of the
situation in French Gui ana

Measat -2, |ike Measat-1 which was | aunched fromthe sanme site | ast
January, were built by Hughes Space and Conmmuni cations Inc of the United
St at es.

The broadcasting and conmuni cation satellite cost a total of RWMB00
mllion to build, |aunch and operate.

Measat-1 with a life span of 12 years and Measat-2, slightly shorter at
11 and a half years, formBinariang' s regional satellite systemto provide
i mmedi at e and si mul t aneous poi nt -t o-poi nt comruni cati ons and broadcasti ng
services for the Asean region as well as Myanmar, Hong Kong, south China,
Canbodi a, Laos, Australia, Guam and South Korea.

Bi nari ang chai rnman Tun Haniff Omar told Bernama here that despite their
|ifespans, the satellite business is viable and vital because it will bring
Bi nariang closer to fulfilling its vision of making the world a smaller
pl ace through t he power of advanced tel ecommuni cati ons.

It will enable the nutual exchange of information, data, ideas and
cul tures between Mal aysia and other Asian nations as well as with the wi der



gl obal conmunity.

Bi nari ang's integrated tel ecomuni cati ons network will al so serve
Mal aysia and its business partners around the gl obe. -- BERNAMA
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