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By: Syed Jami | Jaafar

NEW YORK, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad has warned that "gl obalisation" of the world that everyone seens to
be tal ki ng about can nmean nothing nore than the world market bel onging to
the rich nations.

He said that if the current behaviour of the rich countries was
anything to go by, globalisation sinply neant the breaki ng down of the
borders of countries so that those with the capital and the goods woul d be
free to dom nate the narkets.

"Colonies in the former British Enpire will renmenber 'inperi al
preference' when they were nmade the exclusive markets of the netropolitan
power," the Prinme Mnister said in his address to the 51st United Nations
General Assenbly Friday.

"d obal i sation can nean just that except that the world market will
belong to the rich nations.

"Li nkages to non-trade issues will prevent the poor fromever
chall enging the rich, in the sane way col onies were not allowed to
i ndustrialise.”

Apart from gl obalisation, Dr Mahathir dealt at |length on freedomof the
media in his 12-page speech. The Prinme Mnister was the third speaker in
t he norning session of the assenbly whose president for the next one year
is Mal aysia's Permanent Representative Tan Sri Razali |snail

Dr Mahathir said elitismexercised by the major countries was
frequently cl oaked as "gl obalisni or as serving the comopn interests of
nati ons.

However, even a cursory |look at this brand of globalismrevealed it to
be sanctinoni ous if not hypocritical.

"For exanpl e, under the guise of safeguarding 'international peace and
security' the nucl ear weapon states nmaintained their right to destroy or
threaten to destroy all life on this planet.

"Yet these countries deny others even the right to use conventiona
weapons for self-defence."”

He said the Northern interpretation of 'free trade' and
"liberalisation were slogans that in reality meant |iberalisation when it
benefited the North but protectionismif it could block the South.

"Thus whil e goods and capital are permtted and encouraged to nove
around t he gl obe, | abour and technol ogy may not," he said.

In the context of the so-called globalised world, nuch was nade of the
terms 'inter-dependence' and 'nmutual interests' while nultilateralismwas
el bowed asi de.

"Yet multilateralismis the foundation of international relations and
cooperation which the United Nations symbolises. Fromnow on, gl obalisation
will take over and nations will |ose their sovereignty."

"What are the universal values of this globalised world when increasing
nunbers of people in both the North and South live in abject poverty?"
asked Dr Mahathir.

He pointed out that 1.3 billion people, one fifth of the human race,
| acked access to the npst basic necessities such as food and cl ean dri nking
wat er .

Prevent abl e di seases killed 35,000 children throughout the world every
day and the 1996 UN Human Devel opment Report states that in the [ast 40
years, the richest 20 per cent of people have seen the differential between



t hensel ves and the poorest 20 per cent doubl e.

"Are we expected to believe in the sincerity of the rich countries when
they tal k about a 'new gl obal partnership' and 'the achi evenent of
sust ai nabl e devel opnment' when the facts are that today we have over 20
mllion environmental refugees in addition to an equal nunber of
traditional refugees."”

Dr Mahathir said the poor were no | onger independent -- they had | ost
their own currency and now they were | osing their borders too.

On the nmedia, the Prine Mnister said freedomof the press was touted
as a basic denocratic principle but control of the nmedia by a handful of
Western corporations had made nonsense of this principle.

Proclaimng to be 'wi ndows on the world', the Western nedi a,
mani pul at ed and censored by those in control, invariably nanaged to distort
reports so as to put anything happening in the South in the worst possible
Iight.

Anyt hi ng positive in the devel oping countries was ignored.

He said that while the growth and i nfluence of electronic, satellite
and i nformation technol ogy was astouding, its inpact posed one of the
bi ggest political and ethical challenges of our tinme.

Dr Mahat hir said nonopoly of the electronic nedia by the North should
be broken.

"As it is we are getting slanted news nmade worse by broadcasters
interpreting in favour of their own or their countries' interests.

"As usual the poor countries with no role in operating the
i nternational nedia have becone the principal victins of "world news
net wor ks' .

"Not only are distorted pictures of our countries being broadcast but
our own capacity to understand what i s happening is bei ng undermn ned.

"In the past Western mi ssionaries spread the gospel. Today the medi a
has taken over and all our cherished values and diverse cultures are being
destroyed,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said that although the information age would bring cheap and easy
access to knowl edge and education, and facilitate worl dw de busi ness,
al ready its abuse was affecting the noral values of the world.

Smut and vi ol ence were no |l ess polluting than carbon di oxi de eni ssi ons
nor | ess dangerous than drug trafficking.

The Prime M nister said before the world sank deeper into noral decay,
the international comunity should act and stop abuse of the Internet
system
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