06 AUG 1996
El ecti on (News Focus)
MAHATHI R S VI SIT MAY HOLD CLUE TO SARAWAK ELECTI ON DATE

By: Rudy Ruki m n Ramnbl

KUCHI NG Aug 6 (Bernama) -- The two-day official visit to Sarawak by
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, fromtonorrow, may provide a clue to the
much-specul ated state el ecti on date.

Political observers believe the Prime Mnister will use the visit, his
second to Sarawak this year, to give a clear indication on the election
whi ch nust be held before the end of Novenber.

Chief Mnister and state Barisan Nasional chairman Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahnmud said recently he will consult Dr Mahathir on when to dissolve the
State Assenbly which has been enlarged fromthe current 56 seats to 62 for
t he com ng polls.

Dr Mahathir will arrive in Sibu tonmorrow afternoon and he will |aunch
the RMLO million Bakun Trust Fund and attend a BN di nner at the G vic
Centre the same night.

The next day, he will launch the Gerak Mesra progranme i n Mukah and
open the Komag USA (Mal aysia) Sdn Bhd factory at the Sama Jaya Free
| ndustrial Trade Zone in Kuching.

He is scheduled to return to Kual a Lunpur on Aug 9.

The Bakun Trust Fund will finance the training and educati on of sone
9, 400 peopl e who have to nake way for the Bakun hydro-el ectric dam project.

The el ection date will be a dom nant subject during the Prine
Mnister's visit as the current termof the State Assenbly will expire in
| ess than four nonths.

Al'l the conmponent parties of the Sarawak Bari san Nasional -- Parti
Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu (PBB), Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP)

Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) and Sarawak National Party (Snap) -- are
all set for the election.

The parties have handed over their lists of candidates to the Chief
M ni ster, state BN sources said.

No nmaj or issue stands between the conponent parties and the only active
opposition party in the state, the DAP, is still |ooking for a suitable
bait to fish for votes.

The al l ocation of the six new seats anong the BN parties coul d have
proved a thorny issue but this matter was nearing a satisfactory sol ution
sour ces said.

The six new seats created through the redelineation of electora
boundari es are Semari ang (Kuching), Kedup (Serian), Nangka (Sibu), Jepak
(Bintulu), Senadin (Mri) and Ba' Kel al an (Li nbang).

Semari ang and Jepak have been allocated to the PBB and Senadin to the
SUPP while the state BN was said to be working out the allocation of the
remai ning three seats.

Chai rman of the committee on the allocation of state seats Datuk Adenan
Satem of the PBB said each party would be given the right to choose a
candi date for at |east one additional seat.

Political observers feel the BN would not face a big problemin the
al l ocation of the new seats. The PBB, being the biggest BN conponent party,
m ght get three seats (Semariang, Jepak and anot her) and the remaining
three seats woul d be shared anong the renaining three BN conponent parties.

In the 1991 state election, the PBB won 27 seats, the SUPP 16, Snap siX
and the PBDS, which was then a state opposition party, won seven.

Taib is expected to brief Dr Mahathir on the preparations for the
el ection and subnit the Iist of BN candidates to him -- BERNAMVA
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