12 OCT 1996
Umo- Mahat hir (Reserves)
MALAY RESERVE LAND DOES NOT REFLECT MALAY DOM NANCE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday chi ded Mal ays who claimthat Malay reserve land is a
reflection of Mal ay dom nance and influence in the country.

He said that the existence of Malay reserves actually reflected the
backwar dness of the Malays in their own honel and.

Al though it was still necessary to have Mal ay reserve | and, he said,
the Mal ays should strive to strengthen their econony so that they could be
on par with the non Mal ays and woul d no | onger require Mal ay reserve | and
as a formof protection.

"I do not deny that it is necessary because we are not yet very strong
in the econom c aspect...that is why we need to have Mal ay reserves.

"But we should not have too nuch pride in the Malay reserves. It is not
a reflection of our dominance, it is not a reflection of our influence, it
actually shows that we are a backward race," he said when wi nding up the
debate on the final day of the Umo general assenbly at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre here.

The Umo president said that what was i nportant was the capability of
the Mal ays and Bumi puteras to strengthen their econom c position to afford
to acquire | and anywhere, whether within or outside the Mal ay reserves.

"Today, we have sonewhat attain such capability because we found Ml ays
who are successful in the econonic field being able to acquire property
fromthe non Ml ays

"When we have reached a stage where the value of Ml ay reserve | and has
i ncreased so nuch because sone Mal ays are able to buy the land, then it may
no | onger be necessary to have Mal ay reserve | and.

"We should not attach too nuch sentinent on Malay reserve land. It does
not make us any nore respectable, it is an insult to us in our our
country,"” he said.

Referring to the Red Indian reserves in the United States, Dr Mhathir
said that it did not nean that the Red Indians were the lords in their
country but a sign of their insignificance and to be gawked at by tourists.

"W do not want to be Red Indians in our own country,"” he said.

He said that he was enbarrassed that Kanpung Baru, in the heart of
Kual a Lunpur, was in a sorry state although surrounded by high-rise
bui I di ngs frequented by tourists.

"W do not want it to be a yardstick for the achi evenent of the Ml ays.
Actual ly, Mal ays who are better off do not stay there anynore. They buy
| and outside Mal ay reserves," he said.

He said that the government planned to redevel op Kanpung Baru but the
| andowners shoul d gi ve their cooperation.

"Some of the | andowners there have agreed to sell at a reasonable price
but the majority do not want to sell or could not sell because of |oss of
ownership due to deaths," he said.

However, he hoped that the problemcould be overcone with the
cooperation between the | andowners and Mal ay and Bumi putera entrepreneurs
who could afford to buy the land at a fair price.

"Actually, those who own | and in Kanpung Baru could get nore than 1,000
per cent profit fromthe sale of the |land but they want nore," he said. --
BERNAMA
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