27 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r-chai r
MALAYS HAVE COMVE A LONG WAY FROM BEI NG HEWERS COF WOOD

By: Syed Jami | Jaafar

VEELLI NGTON, March 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the Mal ays have undergone a remar kabl e change since
Mal aysi a becane i ndependent and acadeni cs who conduct a study of the race
will find it intriguing.

They woul d have the opportunity to observe the dynam c evolution of a
peopl e who woul d have a considerable role in the future of Malaysia, if not
the Malay world and the western rimof the Pacific.

I n a thought-provoki ng speech when i naugurating the Chair of Ml ay
Studies at Victoria University here, Dr Mahathir spoke of Malaysia's
achi evenents and the role played by Malays in their attai nnent.

He said whether Mal aysia's attai nment of devel oped nation status would
be short-lived or not would depend very nmuch on the ability to sustain the
nmoral and cul tural val ues of the people of Ml aysia.

As the Mal ays nake up the majority, it would largely be them who woul d
determ ne the permanency of the Ml aysi an achi evenent.

Dr Mahathir said that under British rule, the Mal ays were preserved as
"Nature's Gentl enen'.

"They were a contented people who accepted British rule as a natter of
course. And if the British decided that they should remain the hewers of
wood and the drawers of water, why, what was wong with that?

'Had t hey not al ways been the hewers of wood and drawers of water? And
so the end of World War |1 found themactually wel coming the return of
British colonial rule.’

Then suddenly there was a change when the Ml ays, uncharacteristically,
objected to a British plan for a union of the Ml ay states.

"Nature's gentlenen' began to behave in a rather ungentl emanly nmanner
-- protesting, denobnstrating and form ng a 'national’ political party which
ignored loyalty to their own states.

"Wth amazi ng swiftness, their character and creed changed. They even
|l earnt to boo at the British Parlianentarians who cane to investigate what
was happening in the Malay states then,' Dr Mahathir said.

The process of cultural change of the Malays whi ch began then had not
stopped and in fact appeared to be accel erati ng.

"Where they once politely and deprecatingly decline nomnation to | ead
political parties because they felt unqualified, they now canpaign,
bl atantly and vociferously, proclaimng their own personal virtues and
qualifications,' he said.

The Prinme Mnister also spoke at | ength on the New Econom ¢ Policy
(NEP), taking to task its detractors.

He said that when the NEP, an affirmative action progranme to bring the
Mal ays and i ndi genous people into the mai nstream econonic activity, wadrets e
Western nedi a.

The NEP was condemmed as racist |though th Chinese de offence and in fact ¢
ooperated in its process.

Dr Mahathir said that after 20 years of the NEP, Ml aysia was much nore
bal anced economically and stable politically while race relations had
i mproved.

Unable to stir up racial aninosity by exploiting the NEP, the foreign
medi a and ot hers now condem the programe because, according to them it
had made a few Mal ays wealthy -- Malays who are said to be friends of the
ruling UWVNO | eaders.



"It is absolutely true that these Mal ays are cl ose to government
| eaders but then the Ml aysi an governnent is close to all businessnen of
all races, sone of whom are successful,' the Prine Mnister said.

' They were usually not cl ose before they succeeded. They becane cl ose
after they showed their abilities in business.

"And many Mal ays who are friends and col | eagues of the Malay mnisters
are today as poor as ever.

"It is not being close that counts. It is the ability to succeed in
busi ness.’

Dr Mahathir said the beneficiaries of the NEP were not only the
mllionaires and billionaires but al so hundreds of thousands of indi genous
peopl e through special training, |oan schenes, |icences, contracts and
gui dance by ministries.

'"To denigrate the NEP as benefitting only a few friends of the Prine
Mnister is to be deliberately untruthful and cynical,' he said, pointing
out that no social engineering programre can result in everyone becon ng
multi-mllionaires

Dr Mahathir said that people often tal ked about the equality of races
and that col our should not differentiate human bei ngs.

But the fact remmi ned that nany peopl e associated colour with
intellectual and other attributes.

' Thus the remarkabl e achi evenent of Southeast Asia is attributed to the
overseas Chinese. The brown Ml ays who are indi genous to Sout heast Asia are
dism ssed as quite irrelevant to the progress and achi evenents of ASEAN, '
he sai d.

"The prejudice is very nuch there,' he said.

Wth the end of the Cold War, the USSR ceased to be the eneny and a new
eneny was necessary to prop up the nationalist ego, to be the newvillain
in new novels and fil ns.

"And the new eneny is Islamand the Muslinms. They are shifty,
unprinci pl ed, given to violence and terror and general ly incapabl e of
governi ng thensel ves and devel oping their countries,' he said.

"The Mal ays are Muslinms and nmust therefore be included in this new
substitute bogey.

Accordingly, in articles and reports in the media, this was how t he
Mal ays are portrayed.

"In fact someone once described themin a derogatory sense as +jungle
Arabs+ as opposed to the desert Arabs.’

But Mal aysia today is a peaceful and secure nation which has been
devel opi ng at an average growth rate of 6.7 percent since i ndependence and
8 percent over the | ast eight years.

Its per capita incone had risen fromUS$300 at i ndependence to US$4, 000
today and from bei ng sol ely dependent on tin and rubber exports, its export
now conpri sed 78 percent manufactured goods.

"Yet Malaysia is largely a Malay country, governed by a Malay Mislim
mpjority. Howis it that the usual things said about Miuslinms and Ml ays
seemnot to be happening in Ml aysi a?" asked the Prine Mnister.

'...is it not possible that the brown Mislim Ml ays have sonething to
dowith it? -- Bernanmm
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