06 APR 1996
Mahat hir - Mal ays
MALAYS MUST NOT BE FORGETFUL, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, April 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the Mal ays, particularly the younger generation nust not be forgetful of
the struggles in the past as well as the present in efforts to nake the
Mal ay race respected in the world.

The Prime Mnister recalled the colonial era when the Ml ays were
hum | i at ed and consi dered i nconpetent, and said it was not yet time for the
Mal ays to rel ax under present circunstances.

"The struggle for race, religion and the nation is still not over,
there are still many things that need to be done, we nust conpete not only
with the people in the country but also with foreigners ... we can, we've

proven our capability," he said when officiating the Al-Mlaysia Young
Gener ati on Leadershi p Convention organi sed by the Umo Youth Moyvenent at
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, said the Mal ays nust continue
to learn for the benefit of the race so that they could continue to be
respect ed.

"W will be humliated if there is no achi evenent, no need for us to
speak of the glorious era of Hang Tuah, Hang Jebat, Mjapahit, Sri Vijaya,
there is no point in talking of the past ... people will not respect us for
the glory of our ancestors, people respect us for the present achi evenent
and for this we nust strive, be disciplined and be committed to our
struggles,” he said.

The Prime M nister began his speech by quoting a talk by Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid OGthnman on man as a
creature that was bl essed with the power to think but had the tendency to
forget and needed to be rem nded all the tine.

Because of this tendency to forget, man used his ability to talk or to
wite books to continue to renmind and this becane nore sophisticated |ike
the internet.

Books becane an i nmportant source for rem nding nan and yet there were
peopl e who forgot to read books, he added.

Dr Mahathir highlighted the forgetful trait because the young
generation of the Ml ays now di d not experience the hardship suffered by
the Mal ays during the colonial era when they were hum | iated and consi dered
i nconpet ent .

The situation had nmade the Ml ays believe that they were truly
i nconpet ent but some Mal ays who realised the problemfaced by the race had
struggl ed through Umo and returned the dignity and confidence of the
Mal ays.

He spoke of his experience during the British, Japanese and Si anese
rul e and how he saw an old Malay nan fall after being kicked by a Tha
sol dier then for not stopping to pay respect to the Thai national anthem
when the Thai flag was bei ng brought down.

When the nation gai ned i ndependence, the Malays felt proud and happy
with their own governnment but the passion for self governnment soon
di sappear ed.

"We forget how fortunate we are to govern our own country, at the sane
time we may no | onger val ue the government that conprises people of the
same religion, on the contrary, we quarrel with the governnent, we try to
toppl e the governnent," he said.

The situation where the Mal ays quarrell ed anong thensel ves woul d not



benefit the race as nmuch energy and tine was bei ng wasted on activities
that were not useful whereas the time could be wisely spent to devel op
Mal aysia into a nation that was respected by the world.

He was thankful that the situation was not as bad as it was in sone
countries |ike what was happening in a Miuslimcountry, where the people
were carried away by denocracy, but the opposition had m sused the
denocratic freedomto indul ge in denmonstrations and strikes that the
country became unstabl e and devel opnent coul d not be carried out.

Dr Mahathir rem nded the Mal ays to use denocracy and the el ections
wi sely because if they were m sused the country could face disaster |ike
what was happening in the Muslimcountry he referred to earlier

"Don'"t think that what is happening in other countries cannot happen in
this country,” he said.

The Prime M nister wanted the young generation to be thankful of the
achi evenments of the country and not to act in any way that could bring
adverse repercussi on because they would inherit the struggle to make
Mal aysi a a devel oped nation by the year 2020.

They should not enjoy all the time or enulate western culture |ike
keeping long hair, wearing earrings and tying their heads with
handker chi ef, on the other hand they should copy the intelligence,
ef ficiency and know edge of the western world.

The two-day convention was attended by nore than 1,000 nenbers of Umo
Yout h and ot her organisations. -- BERNAMA
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