17 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - Reser ve
MALAYS SHOULD BENEFI T FROM DEVELOPMENT OF MALAY RESERVE LAND

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d whatever efforts nmade to devel op Mal ay reserve | and shoul d
give maxi numreturns to the Mal ays.

Commenti ng on the proposal by the Land and Cooperative Devel oprnent
M nistry to suggest anendnents to the National Land Council to provide for
the [ easing of Malay reserve | and to non- Ml ays for devel opnent, he said
"we need to study it, the question is not just |leasing out the land but it
nmust al so fetch maxi mumreturns to the Ml ays. "

In this regard, he stressed that the efforts to | ease out the | and was
to hel p the Ml ays.

As such, owners of Malay reserve land, for instance, in Kampung Baru
here shoul d not demand for a high price for their property like that of the
| and owned by non- Ml ays.

"W want to help the Malays. |If | andowners dermand a hi gh price, we have
to develop the land at a high cost and other Malays will not be able to
live in the area. If this happens, who should we hel p?" he told reporters
at Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport on his return fromoverseas.

Dr Mahat hir said when he raised the Malay | and reserve issue in |ast
month's Umo General Assenbly, he said it was not intended to raise the
val ue of the I and.

"Qur objectives go beyond that on how to bring about naxi num econonic
returns to the Malays and not to one or two individuals only. This is not
easy," he said.

He enphasi sed that owners of Ml ay reserve | and should not demand for a
high price for their land if they wanted the land to be devel oped. --
BERNAMA
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