11 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
MALAYS SHOULD NOT BE POOR | N RI CH NATI ON, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said Umo will continue with its struggles to ensure that Ml ays do
not become poor in a country that is rich.

He said that all this while the 50-year-old party had succeeded in
devel opi ng the country's econony wi thout forgetting its obligations to | ook
after the interests of the Mal ays and the bum puteras.

"To devel op the econony, it would be easier if we just ignore the
probl ens of the Malays and |l et those who are nore efficient in nmanaging the
econony to handl e everything, to seek wealth and enrich the nation.

"But if we do that, we will becone poor in a country that is rich and
of course we do not want such a situation although the nation is
i ndependent," he said at the Umo 50th Anniversary Dinner at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre (PWIC) here tonight.

The di nner was attended by about 11,000 invited guests who filled the
Dewan Merdeka, Dewan Tun Razak, Dewan Tun Hussein Onn, Dewan Tun Dr |smail
and the PWIC | obby.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, said not many countries could
achi eve what Mal aysi a had nmanaged to do, that is to carry out the dua
responsi bilities of devel oping the econony while at the same tine pronoting
the interest of the buniputeras.

"Umo's success is extraordinary, no other political party had been as
successful as Umo," he said.

He rem nded Umo nenbers, particularly the younger generation, to be
equi pped with noble values to ensure the party continued to gain the
support and respect of the people.

Umo Vice President Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin, who is al so chairnan of
the dinner committee, described the turnout as a synbol of Umo's strength
and solidarity.

At the dinner, Dr Mahathir and other top party |eaders joined together
in cutting the 50th anniversary cake with a kris.

The guests were later entertained to a cultural show -- BERNAVA
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