04 JUN 1996

MALAYSI A AND LAGS ESTABLI SH JO NT COWM SSI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia and Laos today signed a
menor andum of understanding to fornmally establish a joint comrmission to
further enhance trade and economic rel ations.

It was signed by Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and his
Laotian counterpart Sonsavat Lengsavat who | ater led their respective
del egations at the first mnisterial neeting of the conm ssion.

Senior officials of the two countries had net yesterday to prepare the
groundwork for the neeting.

Abdul | ah sai d contacts and exchanges of visits between | eaders and
government officials of both sides were on the increase.

Mal aysi a al so wel coned Laos' econonic reforns and open-door policies to
transformthe Laotian econony fromcentrally-planned to market-oriented
whi ch have brought positive results and nmade Laos attractive for foreign
i nvest nent .

Sonsavat hoped the neeting will further enhance cooperation and assi st
Laos in its preparation to join Asean next year

He thanked Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for his
initiative on the Mekong Basi n devel opnment which will benefit Laos. --
BERNAMA
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