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Thai - MU
MALAYSI A AND THAI LAND SI GN MoUs

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian and Thai conpani es today
si gned t hree Menoranda of Understanding (MoUs) -- two on the sale and
purchase of natural gas fromthe Ml aysi a-Thai Joi nt Devel opnent Area
(MrJDA) and anot her on canning and fishing industry.

The first, relating to natural gas in Block A-18, was between the
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Joint Authority (MIJA); Petronas Carigali Sdn Bhd; Triton
O | Conpany of Thailand and Triton G| Company of Thailand (JDA) Ltd and
Petrol eum Aut hority of Thail and (PAT); and Petronas.

MIJA was represented by its chief executive officer Chru-Udom
Ruangsuvan, Petronas Carigali by its director Datuk Mhamad |dris Mansor,
Triton G| Conpany of Thailand by its president Thomas G Finck, PAT by its
governor Pal a Sookawesh and Petronas by its president and chief executive
of fi cer Datuk Mohamad Hassan Mari ca.

The second MoU, relating to natural gas in Blocks B-17 and C- 19, was
bet ween MIJA; Petronas Carigali; PTTEP International Ltd; PAT; and
Pet r onas.

The signatories were the sane except for PTTEP | nternational which was
represented by its president Dr Prajya Phinyawat.

The third MoU was between Surat Canning Public Co Ltd and N.S. Bahtera
Sdn Bhd to invest and participate in a joint venture in the canning and
fishing industry.

Surat Canni ng was represented by its managi ng director Suriya
Lapvisutisin while N.S. Bahtera by ita executive chairmn Haji N k Sapei a
Ni k Yusof.

Foreign Mnistry deputy secretary-general (1) Datuk Abdul HalimAli
told a news conference | ater that the MoUs on natural gas indicated the
wi I lingness of the parties concerned to share their expertise in the
expl oration of gas.

"Wth the MoUs, it is expected that the first shipment of gas will be
done sonetinme in 1999," he added.

The signing cerenony, witnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and his Thai counterpart Banharn Sil pa-Archa, took place
after a neeting between the Thai and Mal aysi an del egati ons.

The Thai prem er arrived yesterday for a two-day official visit to
strengthen bilateral ties and pronpte econoni c cooperation.

Banharn was acconpani ed by his wife Jansai and a 60- nenber del egati on
that includes Deputy Prinme Mnister and Foreign M nister Amuay Virawan,
Labour and Social Wl fare M nister Prasong Boonpong, senior governnent
of ficials and busi nessnen.

He left for Singapore |later in the afternoon. --BERNAMVA
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