21 JAN 1996
Mahat hi r - r ef ugees
MALAYSI A FI RM ABOUT SENDI NG BACK THE VI ETNAMESE REFUGEES

LANGKAW , Jan 21 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today that the governnent is very firmabout sending back the
Vi et namese boat people fromthe Sungai Besi Transit Canp in Kuala Lunpur.

He said since the third countries had refused to accept them then they
woul d have to be sent hone.

"The third countries have prom sed to take them of f our hands but now
they have refused to do so and if they have the right to refuse them we
al so have the right to refuse the boat people," he said.

"W will be very firmand we will send them back sonehow," he told
reporters at the end of his two-day visit to this duty-free island resort.

Dr Mahathir said he could not be very specific about the nethod of
sendi ng the boat people back to their home country but stressed that it
woul d be done.

The Prime M nister was commrenting of Thursday's riot at the canp when
scores of Vietnanese boat people set fire to one of the blocks after a
clash with police which | eft 24 people including seven policenen injured.

One of the injured inmate di ed several hours after being treated at the
Kual a Lunmpur Hospital.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could not tol erate people who cone to the
country and then create probl ens.

"We have synpathy for them (the boat people) but thereis alimt to
bei ng synpat hetic," he said.

Furthernore, he said they were not political refugees but just economc
r ef ugees.

Asked whet her the refugees could be sent back by June 30, Dr Mahathir
sai d he was unsure about that.

Task Force VII Director, Laksanmana Miuda Dat uk Yaacob Daud was reported
as saying that the refugees woul d be sent back by the said date.

He said the task force would exercise their right to ensure the
voluntary repatriation programe (VRP) and orderly repatriation progranmne
(ORP) could be carried out snoothly.

"If they do not wish to return hone under the VRP, we will not hesitate
to have themforcibly repatriated under the ORP," he was quoted as sayi ng
on Friday. -- Bernanma
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