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MALAYSI A FORCED TO VENTURE | NTO | NFORMATI ON TECHNOLOGY

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 19 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t oday Mal aysi a has no choice but to venture into the Informati on Technol ogy
(I'T) industry to prevent the people and the country frombeing | eft behind
inthis age of rapid I T devel opnent.

The prime mnister said that if Malaysia did not participate in the IT
devel oprent, the people and the country would not only | ose out but woul d
be "re-col oni sed" by those in control of IT.

"W have to enter this field. | admt that it has its good and bad side
like a knive that can be used to carve beautiful scul ptures as well to
kill.

"It is up to us to decide what is good and what is bad. If we abuse it
we should not blane IT," he said when replying to a question raised at a
vi deo-conference in conjunction with the opening of the I nfotech Ml aysia
'96 conference and exhibition at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here.

The vi deo conference sponsored by Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd connects Dr
Mahat hir to seven | ocati ons outside Kuala Lunpur -- Universiti Teknol og
Mal aysia (UTM in Skudai, Johor; Universiti Uara Malaysia (UUM in Sintok
Kedah; Institut Teknologi Mara (I TM in Bandar Jengka, Pahang; Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysia (USM in M nden, Pulau Pinang; the Ml aysi an Adm nistrative
Moder ni sati on and Managenent Pl anning Unit (Manpu) brach in Kota Kinabal u,
Sabah; Universiti Ml aysia Sarawak (UNI MAS) in Kota Sanmarahan, Sarawak and
Kol ej Ugama Sul tan Zai nal Abidin (Kusza) in Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu

Present were Energy, Tel ecommuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo
Moggi e, Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronment M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng
and pernananent secretary to the National |Information Technol ogy Counci
Tengku Dat uk Dr Mohanmed Azzman Shari ffadeen, who is al so the president and
chi ef executive of M nps Bhd.

Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee was hooked up to the
conference at the Manpu office in Kota Kinabalu while Perlis Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mwas connected via the UUMin Sintok.

Replying to a question froma UUM student, Ismail Yusof, Dr Mhathir
sai d Mal aysi a need not draft a new policy like the Human Devel opnent Policy
to enabl e the people to adapt thenselves to IT as IT was not somethi ng new.

"What we need is for every strata of society to retain the pure val ues
and ethics to ensure that the rapid devel opment does not destroy the
exi sting good val ues," he said.

On the enmphasis to be given by the local universities to realise the
government's objectives for the IT industry, the prine mnister said
attention should be given to understanding howto use IT effectively.

He said it was pointless for the governnent to set up the Miltinedia
Super Corridor (MSC) if the people did not benefit due to their inability
to use I T effectively.

He said IT students were |lucky to have a chance to acquire I T-rel ated
know edge while they were still young whereas the ol der generation had to
re-orientate their mnds to adapt to the sophistication of the IT age.

To a question froma participant at the Manpu office in Sabah, Dr
Mahat hir said every state in Mal aysia would benefit fromthe MSC which
covers a 15km by 50km areas stretching fromthe Kuala Lunpur City Centre
(KLCC) to Putrajaya and the Kuala Lunpur International Airport (KLIA) in
Sepang.

"What's the use of being able to comunicate with New York if we cannot



comuni cate with Sabah. Hence, Sabah itself nust be prepared to Iink up
with the MSC," he said. -- BERNAMVA
AH JK
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