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Mahat hi r - st
MALAYSI A HAS A RIGHT TO CRI TI Cl SE THE WEST, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- Malaysia has a right to criticise any
nation including western countries on their attitude which are not
favourable to this country but it does not nmean that Kuala Lunmpur has to be
enemi es with those nations, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

"W reserve the right to criticise anything that is negative but we
prai se anything positive that is done by anyone including the Wst," the
Prime M nister said.

He said Malaysia is friendly with people who are friendly with us.

The Prime M nister said this when questioned whet her Mal aysia's nove to
establish close relations with China and ot her East Asian nations neans
that this country no | onger pays nuch attention to the Wstern countri es.

Speaking to reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Airport, here on his
return froma four-day working visit to China, Dr Mahathir said countries
i ke China do not say that Malaysia is not denocratic or violates human
rights or try to teach Mal aysia how to adm ni ster the governnent or
country.

"So with such countries we can be friendly (but) not to becone enem es
with the West. But sonetines they (the West) are proud, arrogant and try to
teach us how to devel op the country while their country, they cannot
admi ni ster properly.

"So it is difficult for us to have close relations with countries that
are proud. On the other hand, we do not becone their enenies," he said.

When asked whet her Mal aysi a's dependency on the West is on the decline,
Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia wants to trade with everybody.

"Ei ghteen per cent of our trade is with the United States and we val ue
this. Wth Europe, it is alnost 20 per cent. W want to continue this. But
we reserve the right to criticise their action which is not right and
praise themif they do sonething good," he said.

The Prime M nister said although Kual a Lunpur has trade relations with
the West, they have never praised Ml aysi a.

"They say we are bad. (The West say) although race relations in
Mal aysi a appear to be good it is actually rotten inside.

"This is their viewall the time. Anything to erode confidence so that
people will not invest in Ml aysia. -- BERNAMA
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