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Mahat hi r - St udent s
MALAYSI A MUST HAVE ' BRAI N PONER , SAYS PM

By: Syed Jami | Jaafar

BOSTON, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has call ed on Mal aysians to acquire "brain power" to accelerate the
country's devel opnment and bring about greater prosperity.

He said Mal aysia has a | ot of resources but a country cannot cal
itself rich unless it has the capability to exploit its resources.

"We have rubber, tin, land and al so the sea around us which gives us
access to transport our goods,"” he said at a |l uncheon gathering attended by
about 100 Mal aysi an students fromthe Boston area on Tuesday.

"W shoul d appreciate the fact that we are al nost surrounded by sea.
Look at howdifficult it is for Kazakhstan and Kyrgystan whi ch have no sea
outlet for their products.

"However, despite all the resources, we cannot call ourselves rich if
we do not have the brain power to nmake sonet hing out of those resources.

"Even if we have gold under our feet, if we don't know how to use the
cangkul to dig it out, howto nelt the gold and convert it into ornaments,
we cannot call ourselves rich."

The Prime Mnister told the students that they are in the United States
to be trained to nmaxim se the use of their brain and he hoped that they
woul d go back to help the country nove towards its vision of becom ng a
devel oped nation by 2020.

Dr Mahat hir spoke at |ength on Vision 2020 and al so on the inportance
of racial harnony and political stability in Ml aysia.

He reiterated that Ml aysia plans to becone a devel oped country inits
own noul d, striking a balance between material wealth and spiritual and
cul tural devel oprent.

"W want to enphasise norality and the pronotion of good val ues such as
the preservation of the famly unit while pursuing material wealth," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir then answered questions on subjects ranging from
corruption, the environment and denocracy to the country's current account
deficit.

He said corruption exists in Malaysia but the level is |ow as evidenced
by the fact that things get done and done fast.

"I'f corruption was rife at all levels, things will not get done because
officials will delay themin order to solicit bribes,"” he said.
However, he said, the governnment is still unhappy and wants efforts to

curb corruption to be intensified.

On denocracy, Dr Mahathir said all denocraci es have their defects and
the I evel of denobcracy practised in Malaysia is just nice for the country,
givenits nulti-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultural sensitivities.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here on Monday after a three-day working visit
to Portugal, later left for New York to attend the United Nations Genera
Assenbl y.
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