15 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - Law
MALAYSI A MUST PRACTI CE SU TABLE LAWS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUCHI NG March 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d today Mal aysi a nmust practise | aws and enforcement of | aws
suited to the situation and | evel of devel opnent.

As such, the country's judges should take firmaction to ensure that
they were not nani pul ated by certain quarters, he said when opening the
Judges' Conference here.

He said: "It is not ny intention to interfere in the judicial process
but the freedomof judges is the sane as that for others, it is limted.

"There is no need for judges to be popular like politicians who require
t he support of the nmasses.”

He al so said that judges must discharge their duties wthout fear or
favour.

"Judges are al so subjected to the | aw and cannot pass sentence as they
Iike.

"If the lawlimts the sentence to only this nuch, surely the judges
will not pass a sentence that exceeds the fixed limt," he said.

In sone western countries the concept of justice had changed a |l ot, he
said, adding that to protect the individual rights, the rights of society
wer e ignored

He drew attention to the damages awarded by the courts which he said
had risen to such an extent as to cause problens to society.

"For exanpl e, damages for physical or nmental injuries caused by
acci dents are assessed at nillions of dollars.

"Maybe this is considered as synpathising with the victins but as a
result the insurance preniuns increase mani fold and nedi cal costs al so
spiral," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this in turn woul d burden the poor who coul d not
af ford hi gh prem uns and nedi cal costs.

For Mal aysia, he said, the individual rights and the rights of the
maj ority nmust be given equal consideration.

"For us this is justice. Any assessnent that favours any party, poor or
rich, cannot be considered fair," he said. -- Bernamm
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