20 JAN 1996
Mahat hi r - di sci pl i ne
MALAYSI A NEEDS DI SCI PLI NED PECPLE, SAYS PM

BANTI NG Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi a needs peopl e who are orderly,

di sciplined and act for the long-termgood in inproving thensel ves, the
comunity and the nation, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d t oday.

The Prime Mnister said people who planned all their actions in an
orderly mannner woul d certainly benefit fromthe results of such planning
forever.

"Peopl e who are indisciplined, do not know how to cooperate, do not
have culture woul d be suppressed,” he said during a visit to Kanpung Endah,
Kual a Langat, near here.

He said an orderly and disciplined society was one that could face
chal | enges.

He cited Kampung Endah as an exanple, saying it had a truly orderly
conmuni ty that worked for a comon objective

The Prime M nister said that unli ke many ot her kanmpungs, the residents
of Kampung Endah have i nvested the noney won in various conpetitions
instead of distributing it anong thenselves in the formof cash.

And the returns fromthe investnent is bigger conpared to what they
woul d get if they divided the noney anpng thensel ves, he added.

"This is the community that can face chall enges,"” he said.

On the ot her hand, people who only think of short-termgains will not
be strong, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that an orderly community was able to defend the
nation's position and i mage.

Dr Mahathir hit out at the attitude of residents of a kanmpung in
Kel ant an who, due to political differences, did not allow the body of a
non- supporter to be burried there.

He said the attitude of those people clearly showed how the ruling
party in Kelantan was willing to issue all kinds of fatwas (religious
rulings) to split the community in order to maintain its influence.

"They create this situation when in power. This is not in accordance
with the teachings of Islamthat always enphasise that |slamrepresents
brotherly ties,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said Kanpung Endah, with the cl ose cooperati on anbng
its residents, should be treated as a nodel by other kanmpungs, especially
those in Kel antan

"I's this kanpung nore Islamc or is their kampung (in Kel antan) nore
Islam c,” he asked.

Dr Mahathir also criticised the attitude of a snmall group of people who
wanted to file a suit against the governnent after being affected by
fl oods.

He said the people should be grateful that the floods that hit this
country were not as bad as the natural disasters in sonme other countries.

The fl oods in Bangl adesh and typhoon in the Philippines took away
t housands of lives but in Malaysia a snmall flood has becone a big issue to
the extent of people wanting to take the governnent to court, he said.

The Prime Mnister is believed to be referring to the actions of
residents of Taman Sri Mida in Shah Al am who wanted to sue t he gover nnent
claimng it was responsible for the recent floods in that area.

Dr Mahathir said the residents should realise that the fl oods were al so
caused by their attitude in neglecting cleaniness. -- Bernama
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