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MALAYSI A OFFERS CREDI T FACI LI TY FOR BOSNI A TO PURCHASE PALM O L

By: Moktar Hussain

SARAJEVO, April 20 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is offering a US$5 nillion
credit facility to Bosni a-Herzegovina to purchase 8,000 tonnes of pal m oi
as part of its assistance in the reconstruction of the war-ravaged Bal kan
state.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said Mal aysia was al so
prepared to have a bil ateral payment arrangenent (BPA) to facilitate trade
relati ons between Ml aysi a and Bosni a.

He said the governnent had al so urged the private sector to |l ook into
ways whi ch they could help in the reconstruction process including in the
devel opnent of housi ng projects.

"As of housing, because there is a shortage of capital here, they would
have to bring sone capital before they could help repair houses or build
new ones," he said at a joint press conference with his counterpart, Dr
Hassan Muratovic, here.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali and
hi s del egation of top bussinessnen and senior officials, is on his second
|l eg of a four-day tour of Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Macedonia to
pronote trade ties and reconstruction of the war-torn state.

The Prime Mnister said that two Bosnian officials would visit Ml aysia
for attachment with the Ml aysi an External Trade Devel opnent Corporation
(Matrade) to undergo training.

He said he also discussed with Muratovic during their four-eyed neeting
the political situation in the country particularly the inplenentation of
t he Dayton Peace agreenent.

"W support the independence of Bosni a-Herzegovina and its territorial
right. W support its desire to have a governnment that is nulti-ethnic,
multi-racial, multi-religious with the involvenent of all irrespective of
whet her they are Muslins or Croats or Serbs," he said.

The Dayton Peace Agreenent stipul ates that Bosnia and Herzegovi na will
remain an internationally recognised country to be divided into two
entities -- Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, and Republika Srpska.

Dr Mahathir al so present a donation of RMB.25 nmillion, collected by
students and teachers in Malaysia, to Muratovic for the rehabilitation of
school in Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

Mur at ovi ¢ said his governnent had identified areas in which Ml aysian
bussi nessnen coul d participate such as the tinber-based industry and
housi ng.

He al so denied that the reconstructi on of Bosni a- Her zegovi na woul d be
dom nat ed by Anerican conpani es due to their close links with the Wrld
Bank.

"Everybody is welconed... we will be opento all,’
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he said. -- Bernanma
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