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Mahat hi r - Bosni a
MALAYSI A OFFERS EXPERI ENCE | N COMUNI TY REBUI LDI NG TO BOSNI A

By: Mkhtar Hussain

SARAJEVO, April 19 (Bernama) -- Malaysia, which subscribes to the
ideals of a multi-ethnic society, is willing to share its experience in
institutional and conmunity rebuilding as part of its assistance in the
reconstruction of the war-ravaged Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today institutiona
and comunity rebuilding could be a critical conponent in the process of
recovery and econom c devel opnent of the new Bosni a and Herzegovi na
Federati on.

He said that Ml aysia, which also has a federal system of government,
subscribed to the sane ideals of a nmulti-ethnic society as
Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

"W are al so prepared to share our expertise and to train Bosnian
technical staff and adm nistrators in inportant skills in nation building,
whi ch may be in short supply in Bosnia-Herzegovina today," he said at the
Bosni a- Her zegovi na - Mal aysi a Busi ness Meeting here.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and a
del egati on which include captains of 14 Ml aysi an conpani es was on a tour
of three Bal kan states to pronote trade ties and reconstruction of the
fornmer war-torn Yugosl avi a.

He began his visit in Zagreb, Croatia yesterday and is scheduled to
| eave for Skopje, Macedoni a tonorrow before ending his tour.

The Prime M nister said that Malaysia could also inpart its experience
in privatisation, foreign investnent |egislation and econonic devel opnent
pl anni ng t hrough t he exchange of senior officials and thier attachment to
various agencies for training in Mlaysia.

"Mal aysia would like to go beyond synmbolic gestures, and earnestly
contribute to the rebuil ding of Bosni a-Herzegovina in areas which are
wi thin our expertise and capability.

"It is our conviction that in addition to humanitarian assi stance, we
shoul d focus on practical areas of social development that will imrediately
hel p all eviate the hardshi ps of the people and | ay groundwork for sustained
econom ¢ recovery," he said.

He said that Ml aysia would | ook into housing and the rehabilitation of
industries in which it mght have sonme experti se.

Dr Mahathir said it had been estimted that up to 65 per cent of the
i ndustrial capacity in Bosnia had been destroyed, resulting in shortages of
basi c necessities |ike food, clothing, nmedicine and construction materials.

In this respect, he urged the Ml aysian private sector to explore the
possi bility of establishing depots in Bosni a- Herzegovi na for the
distribution of essential goods.

The Prime M nister al so suggested that Ml aysi an busi ness comrmunity
participated in the rehabilitation of the nanufacturing and mining sectors
of Bosni a- Her zegovi na whi ch accounted for about 50 per cent of the GDP

He said industries which had been identified by the Bosni a- Her zegovi na
governnent for rehabilitati on were tinber-based products, netal products,
agro-industries, textiles, construction materials, shoes, chenicals,
aut onobi | es and car pet s.

He rem nded Mal aysi an conpani es experienced in handling privatised
governnent agencies to take advantage shoul d t he Bosni an governnent turn to
private conpani es for the reconstruction work.

"G ven the scarcity of resources and the urgency of reconstruction, it



is inevitable that the task of reconstruction will eventually be
private-sector |ed," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so described rel ati onshi p between the peopl es of
Bosni a- Her zegovi na and Mal aysi a as a very speci al one.

"Al t hough Mal aysia nay be far away we cannot hel p but be noved by the
bravery of your people in the face of overwhel mi ng odds, particularly as
the worl d deprived you of your basic rights to defend yourself.

"Wile our cormon religion nmay be a factor, it is also the gross
injustice that noved us. And so we have stretched out our hands of
friendship for we understand the | oneliness of days of trial.

"Now is the tinme for the reconstruction of your country and we woul d
like to be of sonme help,"” he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the signing cerenpony between
Ener goi nvest and Revol uti onary Technol ogy Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd and anot her
bet ween Tel ekom Mal aysi a Berhad and Public Enterprise PTT of
Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

Later Dr Mahahtir was appointed as chairnman of the Ml aysi a- Bosni a
Her zegovi na Busi ness Counci | .

This council was formed on April 11 this year follow ng an agreenent
signed between the President of the Chanber of Econony of Bosnia
Her zegovi na, Mensur Smgjlovic and Chairnman of the SAL G oup Ml aysi a Abdu
Rashi d Abdul Ghani. --BERNAMA

MK AO



	MALAYSIA OFFERS EXPERIENCE IN COMMUNITY REBUILDING TO BOSNIA (Bernama 19/04/1996)

