05 SEP 1996
Abdul | ah- Mal awi
MALAYSI A OFFERS TO HELP MALAW UPGRADE TRANSPORT SYSTEM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has offered to help
| and-1 ocked Mal awi upgrade its transport system Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad made the offer in
talks with visiting Malawi President Dr Bakili Ml uzi here.

In the absence of direct air links, trade with Malawi was now via third
countries, he said.

Abdul | ah was briefing reporters on the tal ks between Dr Muluzi and Dr
Mahat hir at the Prine Mnister's Departnent here.

The two | eaders al so witnessed the signing of two agreenents between
Mal aysi a and Mal awi .

The agreenents on trade and i nvestnment pronotion and guarantee were
signed by the Mnister of International Trade and | ndustry Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Aziz and Malawi's M nister of Commerce and | ndustry Chakakal a
Chadzi ya.

The agreenents would facilitate cooperation between Mal awi and Mal aysi a
in transport, telecomunication, agriculture, tourismand broadcasting,
Abdul | ah sai d.

Cooperation in the area of transport would cover upgradi ng that
country's land and air links, he said.

"Now it is for airline conpani es and other rel evant bodies here to
undertake viability studies on the proposal to upgrade that country's
transport system" he said.

Abdul I ah sai d Mal aysia also offered training facilities to Malawi in
fields which were necessary for its devel opnent purposes.

Mal awi wanted to make Mal aysia a nodel for its devel opnment strategy, he
added.

In the area of broadcasting, Abdullah said Ml aysia and Mal awi woul d
al so exchange filns so that the peoples of the two countries would know
each other better.

On tel ecommuni cati ons, he said the Energy, Tel econmunications and Posts
M ni ster Datuk Leo Mbggie had visited Malawi to di scuss cooperation in this
ar ea.

Last year, Tel ekom Mal aysi a signed an agreenent with the Mal awi Post
and Tel econmmruni cation Corporation to inplenent a general telecomunication
service, cellular tel ephone service and data network, he said.

Abdul I ah said trade between Ml aysia and Mal awi at present was small --
only about RML.87 million | ast year.

Mal aysia's exports to Malawi | ast year included printed materi al s,
al cohol, clothing and automati c data processi ng nachi nes and i nported about
half a mllion ringgit worth of goods fromthat country such as vegetabl es,
edible oil and fruits. -- BERNAMA
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