11 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Denocr acy
MALAYSI A ONLY PRACTI SES DEMOCRACY FOR THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today Mal aysia's system of denocracy is denocracy for the good
of the people and the nation and not denocracy for denocracy's sake.

"Mal aysia's denocracy is not a religion. W are aware of the good of a
denocratic systembut are not overzeal ous about it to the point that we
accept w thout questioning everything that is done in the nanme of
denocracy,” he said in his policy speech at Umo's 50th anniversary
convention at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here.

"We are prepared to criticise and accept criticismon the denocracy
that we practise," he said.

"I'f the people and the country benefit, then we will accept the
practices which are said to be denocratic.

"On the other hand, if the people and the nation get only the worst
fromany practice that is said to be denocratic, we will give priority to
what is good for the country and the people and put aside the question of
whether or not it is denocratic ," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo was founded on denocracy and had chosen denocracy
not as a strict ideology but because it was the best approach to further
t he cause of Umo.

The denocracy practised in Ml aysia was not |ike western denocracy, he
sai d, adding that the Western denocracy was al so far fromperfect and
contai ned el emrents of tyranny besides failing to produce the best results.

He said the West had nmade denocracy into a religion, just like they had
made t he conmuni st i deology a religion.

Because of denocracy, anything done in the nane of denocracy coul d not
be defective although the result was clearly bad, he added.

"Umo's constitution is not an ideology or political manifesto. It can
be anended and indeed it has been anended several tinmes. But the anmendnments
must be nade according to the provisions of the constitution enforced at
the tine of the proposed anendnent™”, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that since Umo uphel d denocracy, it was inportant for
Umo nenbers and | eaders to understand the strength and weaknesses of a
denocratic systemso that they did not | ose sight and destroy thensel ves.

He said many supposedly accepted denocracy as a political system but
because they did not understand what denocracy was all about they becane
victins of denocracy w thout benefiting fromit.

"I't nust be renmenbered tht denocracy is not God' s religion. Denocracy
is a human creation and is therefore far fromperfect" he said.

The West cl ai med that denocracy was not defective and believed it was a
systemthat no one coul d di spute or change.

"They come up with the slogan 'Vox populi, Vox Dei', which is, the
majority voice is God' s voi ce.

"But believe it, that denocracy is not God's voice and is far from
perfect. In fact, it is fraught with shorcom ngs which can destroy its
practitioners and nmake themvictins of the evils of denocracy which is
equal ly bad conpared with a feudalistic or dictatorial system" the prine
m ni ster said.

The prinme nminister gave several exanples of countries that practise
various fornms of denobcracy but are not peaceful and their people are
suf fering.

He said that for want of denocracy, the Afghans toppl ed their nonarchy



but today Kabul was destroyed and hundreds of thousands of Afghans were
killed and nurdered.

"The denocratic nations of the West whi ch have been preachi ng denocracy
only supplied weapons for the Afghans to kill fellow Afghans,™ Dr Mahathir
sai d.

In an Asian country, he said, a mlitary government was toppled for
denocracy but since then that country knew no peace.

The el ected governnment coul d not govern because the opposition held
denmonstrations and staged strikes all the tine.

"And if the opposition party wins and sets up a governnent, the old
ruling party woul d take to the streets to denpnstrate and stage strikes al
the tine to topple the new governnent. As such, the country will never be
stabl e," he added.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a chose denocracy because it believed the
peopl e knew how t hey shoul d be gover ned.

Al t hough Mal aysi a retai ned the systemof nonarchy, it no | onger had
absol ut e power, he said.

"That we practise denbcracy is al so clear because the body that
governs, that is the Cabinet, conprises representatives chosen by the
peopl e, " he said.

The prime nminister said Malaysia's systemof constitutional nonarchy
whi ch was taken fromthe British gave position to the King without denying
the rights of the people.

However, he added, it was not the systemthat was inportant but the
willingness of all parties to practise denpcracy inits true spirit, not
merely according to the concept and rul es whi ch determ ne whet her or not
denocracy was practised

The prime mnister said the people should choose a representative which
woul d formthe government based on ability, policies and programes as
prom sed by the contesting parti es.

"If the people were to use their rights wisely, their representatives
and government woul d conprise those who really have the ability and are
efficient, sincere and responsible,” he added. -- BERNAVA
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