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Mahat hi r - Causeway
MALAYSI A PROPCSES TWO BRI DGES FOR CAUSEWAY

SI NGAPORE, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has proposed the buil ding of two
bridges to replace the existing Causeway whi ch |inks Wodl ands i n Si ngapore
and Johor Baharu in Ml aysi a.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said one bridge woul d be
for the railway service and the other for the road transport use.

"This is because the gradient for the rail service nust be | ess steep
than for the road service,"” he told reporters here today after being
conferred an Honorary Fell owshi p of the Acadeny of Medicine, Singapore.

Dr Mahathir was al so the guest speaker at the 13th Prof Gordon Arthur
Ransone oration organi sed by the Acadeny of Medicine, Singapore.

The Mal aysian Prime Mnister had on July 5 this year floated the
possibility of replacing the 74-year-old Causeway with a bridge when th
| aunched the JB Waterfront City project.

Si ngapore had wel coned the idea of replacing the 1.2 km Causeway,
officially opened in June 1924, with a bridge.

Dr Mahathir said a study was being carried out "but, we need to get the
consent of Singapore".

"If Singapore agrees formally or officially, then we can go ahead," he
added.

He said that the Causeway was outdated "and it could not acconmpdate
the kind of traffic going across”.

"At the same tine, it is blocking the flow of water across the Johor
Straits," said Dr Mahathir.

"Wth the service sector keen to cone in, they can help pay for it. W
do not see why we should not inprove on the connection."

Asked about reports that the Singapore Air Force had viol ated Ml aysi an
ai rspace over Johor, he said both countries should "respect each other's
ai rspace". -- BERNAMA
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