22 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - Peru
MALAYSI A REGRETS THAT I TS ENVOY | S HELD HOSTAGE | N PERU

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

BANGALCRE, Dec 22 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia regrets that its anbassador in
Peru, Ahmad Mokhtar Selat is ampong those hel d as hostages by a group of
rebels there who are trying to solve their problens with the Peruvian
government, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said.

Mal aysi a shoul d not be involved in the matter as it had never
interfered in the internal politics of that nation, he told reporters at
the end of his four-day official visit to India.

The Prime M nister said the governnment was follow ng the devel opnents
and hoped the Mal aysi an anbassador woul d be freed i medi ately by the group

Ahmad Mokhtar is anbng nore than 300 hostages conprising severa
foreign diplomats and government officials being held at the Japanese
Anbassador's residence in Lim since Tuesday.

The rebels fromthe Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Myvenent (MRTA) took the
host ages during a reception held by the Japanese Anbassador to commenorate
the birthday anniversary of the Japanese Enperor.

Yest erday, the rebels rel eased 30 nore hostages. Earlier, they had
rel eased nore than 100 hostages since the rebels took over the Japanese
anmbassador' s resi dence.

Peru's President Alberto Fujinori told Marxist rebels hol ding about 340
hostages in the Japanese anbassador's hone on Saturday night that he would
not use force against themif they surrendered arns and freed all captives.

The leftist rebels pronised gradually to free all hostages not |inked
to the governnent.

Dr Mahat hir had said on Wednesday that he was sure the Peruvian
governnent woul d be able to solve the crisis.

Mal aysi a' s anbassador to Brazil, Datuk Zainal Abidin Zain is nowin
Lima to look after the affairs of the Mal aysi an Enbassy there tenporarily.
An addi tional officer fromthe Ml aysi an enbassy in Santiago had al so been
sent to the Peruvian capital to strengthen the enbassy in Lina.

Meanwhi |l e i n KUALA LUMPUR, Zai nal Abidin when contacted by Bernama in
Li ma today, said Ahmad Mokhtar, who is being placed on the ground fl oor of
t he Japanese anbassador's residence is safe.

He said this was confirned by one of the three envoys rel eased
yest er day.

The three were Brazillian Anbassador Carl os Lui z Couti nho Perez,
Egypti an Anbassador Sam Tewfik and Sout h Korean Anmbassador Lee Won-young.
They were rel eased together with 35 ot her hostages as a "channel" for
negoti ati ons between the rebels and the Peruvi an governnent yesterday.

"The Peruvi an governnment had al so resuned wat er supply, provided hot
nmeal s and toiletries," he added.

Yest erday, the rebels, through the three envoys rel eased, had asked the
Fujinmori governnent to resume water and electricity supply and tel ephone
lines to the Japanese anbassador's resi dence and denmanded for a dial ogue to
resolve the matter

He said Fujinori had expl ained the stand of his governnent which wants
the rebels to lay down arns and rel ease the hostages to avoid the use of
force by the governnent.

Fujimori al so pledged that discussions with the rebels would be
continued to find a solution to their demands even t hough they had laid
down their arns.

I n SEBERANG JAYA, PULAU PI NANG, Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad



Badawi said Mal aysia would continue to be patient and wait (for the | atest
devel opnents) as the probl emwas not easy to overcone.
He said al though Mal aysia had stated its readiness to help Peru in

what ever way deened necessary,

t here had been no reaction fromthe Latin

American nation regardi ng Mal aysia's offer.

Asked about Fujinori's reaction to Dr

Mahathir's letter requesting the

fornmer to ensure that the crisis be settled am cably, Abdullah said

Fujinmori had pl edged that his government
all hostages in the best possible way.
Met at the wedding of a TV3 caneranman
difficult for Peru to fulfil the demands
seek for the rel ease of their coll eagues
He said al though Ecuador, a nei ghbour
willingness to accept the rebels, he was

woul d nmake every effort to rel ease

here, today, Abdullah said it was
of the rebels which, anong ot hers,
who are being held in prison.

of Peru, had stated its

not certain whether Peru would

al |l ow them passage to a third country wi thout any hi ndrance.

Abdul | ah al so said that the Head of Chancery at the enbassy in Peru
Nazaruddi n Salleh inforned himthis norning that the doctor exam ni ng Ahnad
Mokht ar confirnmed that the Mal aysi an envoy was heal thy and | ooked "in high

spirits”. BERNANA
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