11 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - Tal ks
MALAYSI A SI GNS ACCORDS AS PM ENDS VI SI T TO GHANA

By: Rachman Nordin

ACCRA (CGhana), Nov 11 (Bernama) -- The signing of a bilateral and three
private sector agreenents and the presentation of a Proton Wra car to
Ghanai an President Jerry Raw i ngs marked the conclusion of Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's four-day official visit to Ghana today.

An aide of the Prime Mnister said that fromhere Dr Mahathir will
| eave for French CGuiana to witness the | aunching of Ml aysia's second
satellite in Kourou as schedul ed al though an earlier report fromParis said
he was advi sed agai nst goi ng there because of a |ocal |abour unrest.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdullah Ahnad Badawi and M nister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha were anong 30 seni or
Mal aysi an officials who took part in the Ghana-Mal aysia bilateral talks
prior to the signing of the agreenents.

The bil ateral agreenent concerned the pronotion and protection of
i nvestnent while the separate private sector accords were on the
devel opnent of an export processing zone, selected highways and m nera
expl oration in Ghana by Ml aysi an conpani es.

Dr Mahathir and Rawlings later held a joint news conference.

Ghana was the second leg of Dr Mahathir's week-1ong official tour of
two West African states starting with Guinea | ast Tuesday.

Meanwhi | e, speaking at the state banquet in honour of Dr Mahathir here
last night, Rawings listed at length sone of the concrete results of
Ghanai an i nvestnment pronotion efforts in Ml aysia.

Rawl i ngs said he did so because "sone cynics have questioned the val ue
of our pronotional tours, portraying themas nere junkets and asking 'so
where are the investors? ".

He said the answer to that question was that investors were coning
steadily fromthe United States, Europe and Asia, notably Malaysia, with
many al ready in productive and profitabl e business.

He said during this visit alone Dr Mahathir formally comm ssioned four
new ventures including two banks and a shi pyard cum dry-dock whi ch woul d
becone a mgjor marine engineering facility to nake Ghana a gateway to the
West African sub-region.

Rawl i ngs commended Mal aysi an i nvestors for the humane el enent they
brought along with their investrment in that no CGhanai an enpl oyee of
compani es privatised to themwould | ose his position.

He gave the assurance that his governnent woul d maintain and enhance
the favourabl e investnent climte so that direct investnent could
accel erate Ghana's pace of economic growth, provide nore enpl oynent and
i ncrease i ncones.

Rawl i ngs said al though since 1984 Ghana's GDP (G oss Donestic Product)
has grown at an average rate of five per cent, his country was not
satisfied with such pace of growh as it barely kept ahead of the country's
hi gh popul ati on growt h.

Ghana's popul ation grew at about three per cent |ast year and now stood
at 17.8 million. -- BERNAMVA
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