02 APR 1996
Mahat hi r-i nfornati on
MALAYSI A STRI VES TOMRDS ENHANCI NG | NFORMATI ON TECHNOLOGY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today the governnent intends to put in place the
necessary infrastructure for Malaysia's Multimedi a Super Corridor as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

He said the nultimedi a super corridor would not only enhance the
country's information technol ogy but al so encourage nul ti nedi a corporations
to locate their business units and research and devel opnment facilities
her e.

He call ed on everyone -- government mnistries, universities, private
sector, politicians -- to work together towards giving the country the
| eadi ng edge i n technol ogy.

"W have great plans about information technology," he said at a forum
for chief executive officers on the concept and i npl enentati on chal | enges
of Malaysia's Miultinmedia Super Corridor at the Putra World Trade Centre
(PWIC), here.

The Mul ti medi a Super Corridor is an area, 15km by 40km enconpassi ng
the Kual a Lunpur City Centre, Putrajaya and the new Kual a Lunpur
International Airport (KLIA) which will be devel oped as a hi gh-growth
centre.

To facilitate foreign "brain workers" to cone to the country, Dr
Mahat hir said, certain adjustnments would be nmade to the regul ati ons and
| aws.

He said an area between KLI A and Putrajaya had been identified to be
devel oped into a beautiful city and a good pl ace stay.

Dr Mahat hir, who chairs the National |nformtion Technol ogy Counci l
sai d the governnent woul d wel come suggestions frompotential investors on
what was needed for the nultinedia super corridor

As information technology was a new field, he said: "W need to
constantly hear views fromoutside and peopl e who have the expertise in
this area".

He added that during his trip to Japan recently he visited Sony
Cor poration and N ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Corporation (NTT) to | ook at
their latest technology in multi-nedia.

Descri bing their technol ogy was extrenely advanced, he said Ml aysi a
m ght have to use their know edge.

Asked by reporters | ater on whether NIT had given any indication that
it was going to relocate part of its R& operation here, Dr Mahathir
replied that NTT had said it was going to |l ook into the possibility.

"We think that they are keen to make use of these facilities that we
are putting in and the infrastructure.

"They need to expand their research and | think they will cone in," he
added.

Asked to el aborate, Dr Mahathir said NTT would teamup with the Energy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts Mnistry, Tel econs Mal aysia and the Ml aysi an
Institute of Mcroelectronic Systens (Mnbs) and formthree teans, with
each team | ooking into different areas of cooperation. -- Bernanma
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