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MALAYSI A SUPPORTS PERVANENT REG ONAL REPRESENTATI ON | N SECURI TY COUNCI L

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 29 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia supports the establishnent
of a formof permanent regional representation in a restructured United
Nati ons Security Council rather than representati on based solely on power.

Its Permanent Representative to the UN Tan Sri Razali Ismail said
regional i smhad devel oped as it served the interest of all countries big or
smal |, weak or strong.

At the political and security level, regionalisms role in globa
security could not be ignored or mnimsed, he said in his statenent at the
Open-ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and
I ncrease in the nenbership of the Security Council and other rel ated
matters in New York. The text of his statenent was faxed to Bernanma by
Wsma Putra today.

Razali said given the inportant role of regionalism Mlaysia was
favourably di sposed towards a formof regional representation in the
council rather than representati on based solely on the so-called power
whi ch individual countries w el ded.

He said: "W do believe that permanent regional representation is the
only way to nove on the issue of permanent nenbership.”

Currently, the powerful Security Council consists of 15 menbers, five
of them permanent nenber. The renmaining 10 are elected for two-year terns
by the UN General Assenbly.

Razal i said given the rocklike position of those in favour of permanent
menber ship and the equally strong opposition by those against, "an
el aborati on and acceptance" of pernanent regi onal nenbership night be the
only way out.

The "Permanent Five" are Britain, China, France, Russia and the United
St at es.

Two days ago, ahead of the inaugural Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM in
Bangkok, France had indicated its willingness to accept a proposal that
Asean be given a permanent seat in an enl arged council

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad who | auded France's
stand, said it would be good if Asean could be a permanent nmenber of the
Security Council.

Razali said "the realities of the day cannot be reduced to an addition
of one or two nenbers primarily on power consideration, be it mlitary,
econom ¢, |and or popul ation."

He added, however, that the reality was al so that the derivatives of
power of the Five (pernmanent nenbers) as provided for under the UN Charter
coul d not renoved, unless they consented.

"But not even those countries in the higher echel ons of the hierachial
worl d structure can ignore the sweep of changes that are bei ng brought
about; and these have to take place in the Security Council," he said. --
BERNAMA
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