21 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - Peru
MALAYSI A SUPPORTS PERU S ADM SSI ON TO APEC

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 21 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has expressed Mal aysia's readi ness to support Peru's admi ssion to
the Asi a-Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forum

Briefing reporters on the Prime Mnister's talks w th Peruvian
President Al berto Fujinori here today, Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk
Annuar Musa said Dr Mahathir conveyed Mal aysia's readi ness to the President
during the neeting.

Mal aysia felt that Apec should not be an exclusive club and al
countries of the Asia-Pacific R mshould have the right to be nenbers
irrespective of their econom c condition.

Mal aysi a had al so expressed its support for Vietnans adm ssion.

Dr Mahathir and President Fujinori agreed that non-economic matters
such as | abour, human rights and the environnent should not be turned into
i ssues which could influence the decisions at the Wrld Trade Organi sation
(WO neeting in Singapore next nonth.

The two | eaders al so di scussed bil ateral cooperation in the forestry,
agricultural, trade and tourismfields.

Peru was keen on adopting Mal aysi a's sustai nabl e tinber devel oprment
policy and invited Ml aysians to i ntroduce sustainabl e | oggi ng there.

The President felt Ml aysia could serve as a nodel for Peru in the area
of selective | ogging and repl acenent of forests with oil pal mand rubber

They al so di scussed the inbalance in bilateral trade but they felt this
was not a problemas this could be rectified gradually, Annuar said.

Mal aysi a- Peru trade | ast year totalled RVM56.1 million with Malaysia's
inmports fromthe Latin Anerican nation totalling RVM24.4 mllion and
exports amounting to RMB1.7 mllion.

Mal aysi a al so requested landing rights in Lima, Peru's capital, for
Mal aysia Airlines which now served Buenos Aires.

Both | eaders al so wi tnessed the signing of a Menmorandum of
Under st andi ng bet ween Mal aysi an Forei gn Trade Devel opnent Cor poration
(Matrade) and the Commission for the Pronotion of Exports of The Republic
of Peru (PROWEX) to facilitate mutual cooperation on trade pronotion.

Peru's Education M nister Dom ngo Pal ernmo signed for Pronpex while
Deputy M nister of International Trade and I ndustry Kerk Choo Ting signed
for Matrade

President Fujinori arrived here yesterday for a three-day official
visit. -- BERNAMA
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