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MALAYSI A TEAMS UP W TH STEWART- FORD FOR 1997 FORMULA ONE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has teamed up with the
British Stewart-Ford racing teamowned by former world chanpi on Jacki e
Stewart for next year's Fornmula One World Chanpi onship, Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced today.

This is the first tinme a government is directly involved in a world
motor sport at its highest level, he told a packed news conference at his
of fice here.

The one-year sponsorship will help project Milaysia' s inmge
internationally and nmake it better known all over the world, he said.

The nedia had turned up in full force at the news conference amd
specul ation the Prime Mnister m ght announce a Cabi net reshuffle.

Dr Mahathir did not reveal the cost of the sponsorship deal but
described it as an "investnment" in view of the trenendous exposure to be
gai ned fromtel evision coverage of F-1 racing which attracts an annua
tel evi sion audi ence of 6.1 billion viewers.

"There are sonme people who think Malaysia is in China and even in
Africa because Malawi is there. There are al so peopl e who say Malaysia is
near Singapore. W want to hear Singapore is near Ml aysia," he added.

The "Visit Ml aysia" enblemand the Malaysian flag will be featured
promnently on the front and rear of two Stewart-Ford cars that will enter
the next season starting with the Australian Grand Prix in Mel bourne in
Mar ch.

"I hope the teamwi |l win many races and, nore inportantly, Visit
Mal aysia will be visible," said the Prine Mnister.

Wth the government's partnership with Stewart-Ford and Petronas
sponsoring the Swi ss Sauber team there will now be two Mal aysi an entries
in the world series next season

The national oil corporation entered into a five-year contract with
Sauber this year.

The governnent's sponsorship of an F-1 teamw ||l surely boost
Mal aysia's plans to hold its own Grand Prix in 1999. A 400-hectare area
near the Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang had been set
aside for the construction of Ml aysia's Formula One race track

Dr Mahathir said the 5.6kmcircuit could be used earlier for other
raci ng conpetitions such as Fornula Three and stock car champi onshi ps.

The Prime M nister had attended the Portuguese G and Prix in Septenber
and net racing nogul Bernie Ecclestone, president of Formula One
Constructors Association (FOCA), who agreed to Malaysia joining the world
circuit and having its inaugural grand prix in three years tine.

Dr Mahathir said apart fromthe publicity, the F-1 partnership wll
al so be an opportunity for Ml aysians to acquire nore know edge of the
autonoti ve i ndustry because Ml aysi an engi neers wi |l be working al ongsi de
the Stewart-Ford teamto |l earn how to devel op and desi gn race car engines.

Stewart, 57, who was al so present at the news conference, said Dr
Mahathir's conmitnent to autonotive high technol ogy and the recent
acqui sition of British car manufacturer, Lotus, by Ml aysia's Proton was
"quite revolutionary" in the country's nove into the global industry.

Asked on the cost of maintaining an F-1 team the three-tine world
chanpion said it would be in the region of 20 mllion pound sterling (RVBO
mllion) a year to be fully conpetitive.

Stewart, who is executive chairman of Stewart Grand Prix, signed a



menor andum of understandi ng for the sponsorship contract with Culture, Arts
and Tourism M nistry Secretary-General Datuk |smail Adam

Al so present was Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n
Chik and Sri Inderajaya (Asia Pacific) Sdn Bhd chairman Tan Sri A P.
Arunugam who nooted the idea of Formula Three racing in Ml aysia.

Arunmugam sponsored the "Visit Ml aysia" enblemfor the Paul Stewart
racing team owned by Stewart's son, for the current Formula Three season
and the teamwon two British chanpi onshi ps and secured a victory at the
Macau GP in Hong Kong two weeks ago.

The Stewart-Ford cars will be driven by Jan Magnussen of Denmark and
Rubens Barrichello of Brazil in next year's world series which will feature
17 Gand Prix races. -- BERNAMVA
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