29 NOV 1996
Asean- Abdul | ah
MALAYSI A TO BRI NG UP MEKONG VALLEY | SSUE AT ASEAN SUMM T

JAKARTA, Nov 29 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will brief Asean | eaders on the
Mekong Basi n Devel opnent Cooperation, including the Trans-Asia railway |ink
project, at their inaugural informal sunmmit here with a viewto getting
their approval to expedite its inplenentation, Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d today.

He said that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d draw
the attention of his Asean counterparts and | eaders from Canbodi a, Laos and
Myanmar, on the two issues.

"There woul d be deci sions taken on the Mekong Basin," he told Ml aysian
journalists on arrival here today, ahead of the one-day Asean |nfornma
Sumit tonorrow.

The so-called "no fixed agenda" summt will be attended by | eaders of
Asean and the three | ndochi nese countries.

Abdul | ah sai d the devel opment projects proposed for the Mekong Basin
will get off the ground after the | eaders have given their endorsenent.

Mal aysi a was given the task of preparing the working paper on the
proposed devel opment of the Mekong Valley and al so to coordinate the
proposed Trans-Asia railway |link from Singapore to China.

Dr Mahathir has said that Malaysia will conduct studies to identify
devel oprent projects which could be inplenented in the Mekong Basi n. Anpbng
the possible projects are devel opnent of water resources like irrigation
and hydroel ectric power generation and tourism

The Greater Mekong Subregi on covers an area of about 2.3 million sq km
enconpassi ng six countries -- Vietnam Canbodia, Thail and, Laos, Myanmar
and Yunan provi nce of China.

On the Trans-Asia railway |ink, Ml aysia has reconmended four routes
that woul d take the shortest time to conplete under a RM2 nillion
feasibility study.

On the sumrit, Abdullah said apart froman indicative list of topics to
be forwarded to the | eaders, there would not be a structured agenda for
themto discuss.

He said it would be up to the | eaders to discuss anything and nake
deci sions on issues which were regarded as inportant.

The foreign mnister said the | eaders would then direct their
respective mnisters to follow up on their decisions.

"It is like a buffet of subjects. The masters have deci ded on the nenu
and the cook will start cooking," he qui pped.

Abdul | ah sai d Asean | eaders are al so expected to nake "sone deci sions”
on the United States' Extra-Territorial Act which penalises foreign
conpani es investing in Iran and Li bya accused by Washi ngton of supporting
terrorism

"And we like it (the decisions) to be an Asean statenent, a conmon
statenent where we say it collectively," he said.

On the timng of Myanmar's entry into Asean, Abdullah said Ml aysia
felt that if Yangon has already fullfilled the requirenments, there is no
reason for Myanmar not to join the grouping next year

Descri bing Myanmar as a "hot issue", he said Kuala Lunpur will not see
it as a problemif Myanmar has not nmet all the requirenments and coul d not
join the Asean fold next year.

Abdul | ah sai d other issues to be discussed by the | eaders would include
the Wrld Trade Organi sation and the Sout heast Asia Nucl ear Wapons- Free



Zone treaty which was endorsed at the | ast Asean sumrit. -- BERNAMVA
™ RM
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