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Mahat hi r - Mekong
MALAYSI A TO DO STUDY ON MEKONG BASI N DEVELOPMENT

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

HANO , March 7 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will conduct studies to identify
devel opnent projects which can be inplenented in the Mekong Basin, Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

The findings will be made available to the countries concerned,

Vi et nam Canbodi a and Laos, and other parties wishing to i nvest or
participate in the devel opnent of Mekong Basin, he told Mal aysi an
journalists after calling on his Vietnanese counterpart Vo Van Kiet here.

Anmong t he possi bl e projects were devel opnment of water resources |ike
irrigation and hydroel ectric power generation and on tourism he said.

Dr Mahathir said Vietnamstrongly supported Mal aysia's role and
initiatives in the devel opnent of the Mekong Basin as deci ded by the Asean
summi t i n Bangkok

Vi et nam al so backed the Asi a- Europe sumit's decision to entrust
Mal aysia with the responsibility of studying the inplenentation of a rai
network from Si ngapore to Europe via Hanoi, southern China and Beijing, he
sai d.

He said in his discussions with the Vietnanese del egation | ed by Kiet,
both sides agreed to intensify bilateral cooperation in various fields,

i ncl udi ng econonic, cultural and social, tourism education, security and
def ence matters.

Dr Mahathir said he was satisfied with the investnment and progress nade
by Mal aysi an i nvestors in Vietnam

In efforts to be a good corporate citizen in Vietnam Ml aysia would
continue to explore new fields to venture into, including mning.

Dr Mahathir said Vietnam had bauxite and other mneral ore, adding that
a German group was meking studies on the mning of iron ore.

He reiterated Malaysia's desire to extend whatever help possible to
i nprove the well-being of its Southeast Asian nei ghbours to ensure regi ona
peace and stability.

On defence and security cooperation with Vietnam he said although
there was no defence cooperation yet between the two countries, efforts
towards this end shoul d be stepped up because as nei ghbours their sea
boundari es may overl ap.

"It is necessary for us to have tal ks so that any di spute can be
settl ed through negotiation," he said.

He said the two countries needed to cooperate to ensure the security of
areas around them including the South China Sea.

Asked whether joint military training would be held, he said such
exer ci ses had been conducted with several countries but there were no pl ans
yet to have one with Vietnam

However, he said Vietnamcould send its nmilitary officers for training
at the Mal aysi an Defence Col | ege.

On proposal s to boost cooperation in tourism Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia
wi shed to study the areas with potential for devel opnent, especially hilly
spots like the Da Lat in southern Vietnam

He said Mal aysia had offered to use its reafforestation project
experience in Sabah to help Vietnamreplant its forests, especially areas
destroyed by agent orange during the war.

On training and education, he said Mal aysia offered training
opportunities for Vietnanese officers to inprove their efficiency in
admi ni strati on and managenent.



Mal aysi an uni versities and other institutions of higher |earning could
set up branches in Vietnam he said. -- Bernam
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