26 AUG 1996
Fong- Chi na
MALAYSI A TO FORM PARTNERSHI P W TH FAR EAST COLLEGES

BEI JI NG Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is seeking to pronote cooperation
t hrough partnership with private colleges in the Far East and has proposed
that other countries in the region initiate sinilar arrangenents.

"If we are conmtted to foster closer partnership with Asian
institutions, the trend towards Western educati on can be slowy reversed,"
Deputy Education M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn told a Ml aysi a- Chi na
di al ogue here today.

He said any formof cooperation between the private institutions of
these (Far East) countries would greatly help to expedite the process.

Dr Fong said this when delivering his paper on "Asia: The Centre of
Educati onal Excell ence Partnering Towards the 21st Century" at the
Mal aysi a- Chi na Partnership: The Beijing D al ogue.

Earlier, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad delivered his
keynote address at the opening of the dialogue at the China Wrld Hot el
here. A total of 700 people, including 250 Mal aysi an busi nessmen, are
attendi ng the two-day di al ogue.

Dr Fong said that while Wstern countries continued to be the main
centres for those seeking academ c excel |l ence, Asian countries could | ook
nmore towards cooperation in the area of technical and vocational training.

He said the transformati on of Asian countries towards greater
industrialisation called for an increase in the supply of engineers,
techni cal and manageri al personnel and highly skilled manpower.

"This is a potential area for increased cooperation that we in Asia can
explore,"” he said, adding that the growing interest in the Japanese and
Mandarin | anguages might well be an inpetus to encourage nore regional
I i nkages and partnership in education.

Dr Fong said the rise of the Far East as an econoni ¢ powerhouse and the
growi ng popul arity of Asian |anguages, encouraged by rmuch greater inter-Far
East travel and foreign investments, mght well be the [aunch pad for
i ncreased cooperation in education in future.

Dr Fong al so spoke at length on Malaysia's bid to becone a centre of
educati onal excell ence.

He said that apart fromproviding | ogistical support, including the
| aunch of the Multinedia Super Corridor, Ml aysia was al so determ ned to
ensure that quality was not conprom sed at the expense of quantity.

And in a nove to facilitate the entry of foreign students, the
Education Mnistry had enpowered private colleges to issue letters of
support to foreign students to obtain student visas, Dr Fong added. --
BERNAMA
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