30 MAY 1996
LEAD Mal aysi a- Tha
MALAYSI A TO FREE 39 THAI PRI SONERS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia will release 39 Thais
imprisoned in the country as a gesture of goodwill on the occasion of the
50t h anni versary of Thail and' s Ki ng Bhum pol Adul adej's ascension to the
t hr one.

The deci sion was conveyed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to his visiting Thai counterpart Banharn Sil pa-Archa during their
bilateral talks at the Prime M nister's Departnent today.

Briefing reporters on the tal ks, Foreign Mnistry Deputy
Secretary-Ceneral (I) Datuk Abdul HalimAli said the prisoners, who include
fishermen, will be released on June 1, the day Mal aysi a cel ebrates the
birt hday of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

He said the Thai prisoners were selected fromvarious prisons based on
the nerit of their cases and they will be pardoned by the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong and the respective heads of state.

"They will be released as a sign of goodwill and to mark this very
speci al occasion," he said.

Hal i msaid the rel ease of the prisoners, who include several wonen, was
reconmended by the Pardon Board of the states concerned.

He said they will be transferred to the border town of Rantau Panjang
in Kelantan fromwhere they will be allowed to cross the border into
Thai | and.

"This is the first time the (Ml aysi an) governnent has made such a
decision (to rel ease prisoners who are foreigners),"” he said.

Asked if Mal aysia had requested for anything in return for their
release, Halimsaid: "No, we didn't do that ... This is a gesture on our
part. It's a unilateral gesture to mark this very special occasion."

He sai d Banharn, who arrived here yesterday for a two-day official
visit, welconed their rel ease.

Hal i m al so said the governnent will look into the request by the Tha
governnent for an early release of sone 350 Thai prisioners in Ml aysia.

He said the two prine mnisters also agreed that the problens arising
fromthe border demarcati on exerci se should be resol ved.

They agreed that although the survey of the Ml aysi an-Thai border was
compl eted, there were still a fewsmall areas in Bukit Jeli in Kelantan
whi ch have yet to be agreed upon.

"The two prine mnisters agreed the problemshoul d be overcome urgently
and that officials will undertake a study inmedi ately to achieve a fina
settlement," he said.

Hal i msai d Dr Mahat hir and Banharn did not di scuss the construction by
Mal aysia of a security wall along the border of the two countries. The wal
i s nearing conpletion.

The two | eaders al so reviewed the progress of the
| ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thai l and Gcowt h Triangle (I MI-GI) and concl uded t hat
cooperation within the | MI-GTI needed a little push by both countries to
speed up its inplenentation.

“In this respect, the two prine ninisters agreed that their countries
should facilitate cross border transport and communi cations," he said,
addi ng that Malaysia is prepared to study Thailand's proposal that the
border checkpoi nt opening tine be extended by several hours.

On the proposed "land bridge" |inking Pulau Pinang and Songkhla in
Thai |l and, he said Dr Mahathir told Banharn that it would facilitate



transportation of goods and al so ease the traffic congestion in the Straits
of Mel aka.

Hal i m said the Thai government wel comed t he proposal to be undertaken
by the private sector. "The private conpani es involved have been told to
speed up their study on the feasibility of the project,” he added.

In fishery cooperation, Dr Mahathir told Banharn that Malaysia is
willing to consider joint-ventures between Ml aysi an and Thai conpani es.

Halimsaid Malaysia is also willing to consider a Thai request to
recruit Thais to work in certain sectors in Ml aysia, such as plantations.
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