22 AUG 1996

MALAYSI A TO MAI NTAI N TRADE BALANCE BY | NCREASI NG EXPORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that Malaysia will double its exports and at the sane
time reduce unnecessary inmports in order to have a healthy trade bal ance.

Trade bal ance woul d be mai ntai ned by having nore exports and reduci ng
unneccessary inports, he told reporters after calling on visiting
Argentinian President Carlos Menemat the Shangri-La Hotel here this
af t er noon.

Asked on efforts and neasures taken by the government to keep the
inflation rate bel ow four per cent, Dr Mahathir said the authorities | ooked
at every comercial activities in this country.

"As you know, we have price tagging and we check on prices. W nmke
sure whether any price increase are justified or not," he said.

"Anyway, we have done this for a long tinme and therefore | think we
know a little bit about howto do it," he added. -- BERNAMA

ZAB RM



	MALAYSIA TO MAINTAIN TRADE BALANCE BY INCREASING EXPORTS (Bernama 22/08/1996)

