20 AUG 1996

MALAYSI A TO PRODUCE JET SKI AND JET- PONERED SPEEDBOATS

KUALA TERENGGANU, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- The designs of jet ski and
j et - power ed speedboats to be produced in Ml aysia are being finalised,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said that the production of the jet ski and jet-powered speedboats
had | ong been pl anned and woul d materi ali se soon.

The governnent was | ooking for a conpany to produce the jet ski and
j et - power ed speedboats, he told a news conference after a ground- breaking
cerenony at the Taman Pernmi nt Perdana housi ng project site in Seberang
Takir here.

Asked on the demand for jet ski and jet-powered speedboats, Dr Mahathir
said that there need not have to be a denmand to produce them

"If there is no narket, we will create a narket...when we have the
products, we will venture out to sell theminstead of waiting for a
mar ket , " he sai d.

He said that previously Perusahaan G onpbil Nasional (Proton) was only
able to sell 20,000 cars but now production had reached 180, 000 a year
whi |l e the production of Perodua Kancil was 40, 000.

"There was no market then but when we have the products, we went out to
sell them they sold well...," he added.

On the candidate to replace Sirimdirector-general Datuk Dr Ahnad
Taj uddin Ali who has been appoi nted chi ef executive of Tenaga Nasi ona
Berhad, Dr Mahathir said that he had al ready been identifi ed.

However, he said, an announcemmet could not be nade yet as his
appoi ntmrent had not been confrinmed. -- BERNAVA
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