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Ham d- Kazakhst an
MALAYSI A TO PROPAGATE | SLAM | N KAZAKHSTAN AND KYRGYZ

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will assist in propagating
I slamin Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic, said Mnister in The Prinme
M nister's Departnent, Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman.

He said the nove was based on the fact that al nost 95 per cent of
I slam c practices no |onger existed in both countries although the people
there claimto be Mislins.

Thi s happened because the two countries were col oni sed by the Sovi et
Conmmuni sts for about 70 years, he told reporters at the parlianment | obby,
her e today.

Dr Abdul Hanmid was one of the mnisters who acconpanied Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad on his visits to Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz
Republic recently.

Dr Abdul Hamid said the Prime Mnister nmentioned at one function that
Musl i m br ot her hood had attracted the Ml aysi an people to propagate Islamin
the two countries.

Dr Abdul Ham d said two nmain conponents which nmust be given enphasis in
propagating Islamthere were the faith of the people and the Muslim
capabilities in terns of econony.

He said in terns economny, there were Ml aysians investing in gold
m ning, tourismand aviation in the two countri es.

He said there were dignitaries net during the visit who clained they
were Muslims but were not familiar with certain aspects of the religion.
Ironically, these two countries were the strong centres of Islamic
civilisation at one tine where nmany Miuslimscholars, as well as books on
phi | osophy, astronony and nedicine translated from Greek and Rorman to

Arabi c coul d be found.

Dr Abdul Hamid said the two countries were the centres of Islamic
growth then, but the situation changed after they were col oni sed by the
communi st s.

He said, however, the propagation of Islamin the two countries must be
carried out carefully because there were between 25 and 30 per cent
non- Muslins there. -- BERNAMA
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