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LEAD Abdul | ah-1sr ael
MALAYSI A TO REVI EW TRADE TI ES W TH | SRAEL | F PEACE TALKS FAI L

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia said today it will review
all trade ties with Israel if the Tel Aviv government under new Prine
M ni st er Benj am n Netanyahu refuses to continue the peace efforts in West
Asi a.

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today any policy to
either inprove or termnate all relations with |srael depended on
devel opnents in future

However, the decision of the government to all ow Mal aysi an busi nessnen
to have trade relations with Israel can continue for the tine being, he
told reporters after receiving religious video tapes fromMnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d O hman.

Early this year, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
announced that private sector trade with Israel would be allowed after Te
Aviv showed willingness to negotiate for peace in the region, particularly
with the Pal estini ans.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a viewed the Wst Asian peace process seriously as
it supported the right of the Palestinians to establish their own
i ndependent Pal esti ne.

"What ever relations with Israel at whatever |evel or formdepended on
whet her we are satisfied or not with the role Israel plays in making the
peace tal ks a success," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysia could seek an inprovenent in ties with Israel if
it denponstrated sincerity and a positive attitude to the peace process.

He said Mal aysia began trading with Israel after former Israeli premer
Shi mon Peres had made serious efforts to achi eve success in the peace
tal ks.

"So far we don't know the stand of Netanyahu because he has just been
maki ng statenents w thout taking any action. But whatever policy we have on
relations with Isreal can be reviewed whether to inprove or to term nate, "
he sai d.

On the United States intention to oppose United Nations
Secretary-Ceneral Boutros Boutros-Chali if he seeks a second term Abdull ah
sai d Mal aysia woul d nmake its stand known soon.

He said Mal aysia's opinion of Boutros was wel | -known and Dr Mahat hir
hi msel f had openly called on Boutros-Gnhali to resign for his failure in
handl i ng several international issues.

"We are dissatisfied with the role played by Boutros-Chali
particularly on the i ssue of Bosni a- Her zegovi na and nany ot hers.

"Since the United States has nmade a stand on Boutros-Chali, Ml aysia
will also do so," he said, adding that no candi date has yet been proposed
for the post.

Earlier at the presentation of the video tapes, Abdullah hoped they
woul d hel p staff of Mal aysian m ssions abroad and their famlies to inprove
their knowl edge in the Islam c religion. -- BERNAMA
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