12 AUG 1996
Abdul | ah- Myanmar
MALAYSI A TO SI GN MORE TRADE AGREEMENTS W TH MYANMAR

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is expected to sign severa
trade-rel ated agreenents with Myanmar when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad visits that country soon, Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdul |l ah
Ahnmad Badawi sai d today.

The agreenents are on investnent guarantee, avoi dance of double
taxation and bil ateral paynents arrangenent. The rel ati onshi p between
Mal aysi a and Myanmar has been descri bed as a constructive engagenent.

Dr Mahathir had agreed to visit Myanmar at the invitation of its
Chai rman of Law and Order Restoration Council, Senior General Than Shwe, he
told a press conference after signing an agreenent on Economc, Scientific
and Techni cal Cooperation between Mal aysia and Myanmar at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent here.

Myanmar was represented by its National Planning and Econom c
Devel opnent M nister Brig Gen Abel.

Dr Mahat hir and Than Shwe witnessed the signing which will pave the way
for both sides to set up a joint commission to |look into spurring
cooperation in various fields.

Than Shwe, who arrived today for a five-day visit with a 35-nenber
del egation, had earlier met Dr Mahathir at his office. During the one-hour
meeting, Than Shwe briefed Dr Mahathir on the situation in Myannmar

"These agreenments are being studied by both sides and hopefully they
coul d be signed...perhaps when the Prinme Mnister visits Myannar. .. but al
this depends on how fast it works out.

"But fromthe nood | see today, it |looks |like both sides are keen
enough to increase cooperation," Abdullah said.

On the Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation Agreenent,
Abdul | ah said it would intensify cooperation between both sides, |ike
of fering training places for Myanmar trainees, including diplomatic
trai ni ng here.

Abdul | ah al so said Ml aysi a hoped that such agreenents woul d encour age
partnerships in various business ventures as Dr Mahathir had enphasi sed
Mal aysia's capabilities in various areas |ike construction, mning and oi
and gas exploration, tourismdevel opnent, industries and manufacturing.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a hoped that Than Shwe's visit, which is the first
of its kind, would produce results under Asean's policy of constructive
engagenent and non-interference towards Myanmar

Than Shwe said Myanmar wants to join Asean as soon as possible,
hopeful Iy by next year, he said.

"There is no difficulty for Myanmar to join Asean next year. However,
like other countries that are interested to join the grouping |like Canbodi a
and Laos, it nust go through all the processes," he said.

"Myanmar has given its assurance that all the necessary preparation is
bei ng undertaken to enable it to join the grouping. They are already
i nvol ved i n dial ogue processes. Myanmar is already in the Asean Regi ona
Forumand it has been given the status of Asean observer," he said. --
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