04 SEP 1996
Asean- Myanmar
MALAYSI A TO SOUND QUT ASEAN COUNTRI ES ON MYANVAR MEMBERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 4 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will soon start discussions
with its Asean partners on the proposed inclusion of Myanmar as a nenber of
the grouping which will mark the 30th anniversary of its formation next
year.

A Foreign Mnistry source said today Ml aysia wants to seek the views
of other Asean nenbers on the matter

"As an organi sati on which operates on consensus, it is appropriate that
we discuss the matter, so we can see how the others respond as some may
rai se concerns about Myanmar's nenbership," he said when contacted today.

The di scussions will begin "this nonth or next nonth", he added.

Asean currently conprises Brunei, Singapore, Thail and, |ndonesia,

Vi etnam the Philippines and Ml aysi a.

Myanmar, Canbodi a and Laos have said they are keen to join Asean.

Sone Western countries, chiefly the United States, have sought to
di scourage Asean fromadmtti ng Myanmar as a nenber because of the
country's alleged human ri ghts abuses.

Asean countries, however, have nmintained a policy of non-interference
inthe internal affairs of Myanmar.

They have al so continued their approach of "constructive engagenent"
with the Yangon military regime through di pl omatic contacts and econonic
deal i ngs which they believed would help restore denocratic rule in Myanmar

Mal aysi a has been a strong advocate of Myanmar's nenbership in Asean.
| ndonesi a i s anot her.

Mal aysia reiterated its support when Myanmar's State Law and O der
Restorati on Council chairman Seni or General Than Shwe nmade a visit here
| ast nont h.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad had said Mal aysia woul d
hel p Myanmar to join Asean and hoped it could be realised next year.

Dr Mahathir al so said that sonme nenber countries night raise objection
to Myanmar's entry which he believed "is not going to be that strong".

The source al so said that some menber countries m ght object because of
the inpression that Myanmar's inclusion m ght cause themto go sl ow

Anot her source said despite objections fromsome nenber countri es,
Asean woul d eventual |y admt Myanmar.

The confidence is based on the comuni que of the Asean Foreign
M nisters neeting in Jakarta which reiterated their continued determ nation
to enhance cooperation with Canbodi a, Laos and Myanmar and assist themin
preparing for their eventual nenbership in Asean.
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