03 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r-rai | way
MALAYSI A TO SPEED UP EFFORTS TO COORDI NATE STUDI ES ON RAI LWAY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today Malaysia will speed up efforts to coordinate
studies on the inplenentation of the railway track that will run across
Asia and link it to the trans-European rail track.

He said the inaugural Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM which ended i n Bangkok
yest erday appoi nted Mal aysia as the coordinator for project studies on the
rail link as ASEM di d not have a secretariat or special body to inplenent
it.

He disclosed this to reporters on his return fromthe two-day neeting
whi ch was attended by 25 heads of governnents from Asia and Europe.

The 10 heads of governnents from Asia who attended the neeting
conprised of |eaders of the seven ASEAN nmenmber countries, China, Japan and
Sout h Kor ea.

Dr Mahathir said the task of coordinating the studies would take a | ong
ti me because there were many aspects that needed to be taken into account
such as the type of trains to be used (electric or fuel-engined) and the
costs.

"The project does not only cover the stretch from Si ngapore to China
but it also runs across Europe. W nust know what are the existing
facilities that can be used and what needs to be studied as well as which
are the points that need to be Iinked," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he was satisfied with what had been
acconpl i shed at the ASEM because several reconmendati ons by Ml aysi a had
been accepted such as the creation of the Asia-Europe University progranme.

He said the ASEM had focused on devel opnent as well as economnic and
soci al cooperation which woul d benefit both regions.

Al so present was Acting Foreign Mnister, Datuk Haji Abu Hassan QOmar.
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